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PROTOCOL FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE VISITS OF THE MESECVI TO THE 

STATES PARTIES OF THE BELÉM DO PARÁ CONVENTION 
 
This document outlines the various protocols to be applied in the event of on-site technical 
assistance visits to the States Parties to the Convention. This is in accordance with the 
statutory and regulatory standards of the Mechanism and its Committee of Experts 
(hereinafter Committee or CEVI). 
 
The statute of the MESECVI, in its article 1, establishes that: “The purposes of the 
Mechanism will be: a. Follow up on the commitments assumed by the States Parties to 
the Convention and analyze the way in which they are being implemented; b. Promote 
the implementation of the Convention and contribute to the achievement of the purposes 
established therein.” In accordance with the provisions of the Statute, the Committee will 
be responsible for the technical analysis of the implementation of the Convention by the 
States Parties and will cooperate with all States Parties that request it. 
 
In respect of technical assistance, the CEVI regulations in its article 27 provide for the 
carrying out of technical assistance visits with the purpose of “providing assistance to the 
States Parties in complying with the obligations that correspond to them under the 
Convention or as part of the Follow-up of the Recommendations, at the request of the 
States Parties.” Article 27 also specifies that the requesting State will be responsible for 
ensuring the facilities and guarantees necessary to carry out the visit. 
 
Based on the above, in the event that a State Party to the Belém do Pará Convention 
requests an on-site technical assistance visit from the Mechanism, the following 
guidelines will be applied to ensure the development of the activity in question: 
 
1. The requesting State, through its Permanent Mission to the Organization of American 
States (OAS), shall submit a verbal note to the MESECVI Technical Secretariat (TS) 
expressing its interest in arranging a technical assistance visit by the authorities of the 
Mechanism and its Technical Secretariat. The official communication shall specify the 
issue or issues on which the State seeks assistance in order to advance the implementation 
of the Belém do Pará Convention. 
 
2. Composition of the delegation. The authorities of MESECVI and its Technical 
Secretariat shall designate the members of the delegation that will conduct the technical 
assistance visit. 
 
3. Obligations of the requesting State. 
a) The State requesting the technical assistance visit undertakes to cover the costs 
necessary to ensure the activities of the delegation throughout the process, including:  



 

airfare; transportation (from the point of departure of each member of the delegation, as 
well as internal transportation during the visit); accommodation; subsistence expenses for 
members of the delegation; and costs associated with the technical preparation of the visit 
by the staff of the MESECVI Technical Secretariat. 
 
b) The requesting State shall issue an official letter of invitation to each member of the 
delegation and shall undertake the necessary arrangements through its Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs to ensure the issuance of the appropriate credentials for entry into the 
country under diplomatic delegation status. 
 
c) The State shall guarantee the delegation adequate working facilities to carry out its 
activities independently, including spaces for conducting private hearings and press 
conferences, as well as the logistical and practical support necessary for the performance 
of its duties during the visit. 
 
4. Preparation of the work agenda. 
a) The work and meeting agenda shall focus on the technical assistance needs expressed 
by the State and shall be jointly prepared by the authorities of the State and MESECVI, 
in accordance with the principle of cooperation and while ensuring the independence and 
impartiality of the Mechanism’s delegation. 
 
b) The requesting State shall propose the meetings and hearings it deems relevant in order 
to address its technical assistance needs, ensuring diversity in the representation of 
participants in such activities. Likewise, the authorities of MESECVI may propose 
meetings and hearings they consider appropriate, as well as invite representatives they 
deem relevant to hear. 

c) The State shall facilitate the convening of the individuals proposed both by its 
authorities and by MESECVI and its Technical Secretariat to participate in the meetings, 
hearings, and activities established in the agenda of the visit. 

d) In accordance with their independence, the authorities of MESECVI reserve the right 
to hold any meetings or hearings they deem necessary to fulfill the objectives of the visit. 
 
4. Conduct of the technical assistance visit. 
a) The authorities of the State shall extend a formal reception to the MESECVI delegation. 
 
b) In order to ensure the independence and impartiality of the delegation, private hearings 
shall be conducted exclusively in the presence of the members of the MESECVI 
delegation. 
 
c) The State shall ensure the photographic and/or audiovisual recording of the meetings, 
hearings, and activities carried out by the delegation, while safeguarding the privacy and 
independence of such activities. 
 
5. Communications. 
a) Prior to the commencement of the visit and throughout its duration, members of the 
delegation shall maintain confidentiality and refrain from making public statements or 
engaging with the media, unless otherwise decided by the delegation itself. 
 



 

b) At the conclusion of the visit, the delegation shall hold a public press conference to 
present its impressions and preliminary conclusions based on the activities carried out 
during the technical assistance visit. 
 
c) The MESECVI delegation shall issue a press release containing its preliminary 
conclusions. 
 
b) The requesting State shall ensure an independent venue for the delegation to conduct 
the aforementioned press conference and shall provide the technical means necessary for 
its organization and dissemination. 
 
6. Final report and recommendations to the State. 
 
a) MESECVI, with the support of its Technical Secretariat, shall prepare a final report 
containing the conclusions of the visit and recommendations to the State aimed at 
advancing the implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention. The report shall be 
transmitted to the State, through its Permanent Mission to the OAS, within a period not 
exceeding forty (40) calendar days. 
 
b) The MESECVI Technical Secretariat shall provide the requesting State with the final 
report at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to its publication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


