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REPORT OF THE COORDINATOR AND THE TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT OF THE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS (CEVI) OF THE MESECVI
The Coordinator and the Technical Secretariat of the Committee of Experts of the Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women (CEVI) - Convention of Belem do Para present the following report of activities for the period of July 2009-August 2010.

On August 1, 2009 Ambassador Carmen Moreno-Toscano assumed her post as Executive Secretary of the CIM. The CEVI Coordinator, Hilda Morales, along with Susana Chiarotti, Mayrene Sanchez and Patricia Olamendi sent her a note on November 9th, 2009, which expressed their wishes that her arrival at the CIM would help strengthen the MESECVI. At the same time, they expressed their willingness to contribute to the task of promoting the mechanism; and requested her support to strengthen this mechanism.
1. First Round of Multilateral Evaluation – Report on Follow Up to the CEVI Recommendations
The Secretariat prepared the draft report on the implementation of the recommendations to be considered and approved by the CEVI at its sixth meeting. Its adoption concluded the follow up process on the implementation of the recommendations of the First Round of Multilateral Evaluation.

This draft was based on the responses from seventeen (17) States Parties to the indicators developed by the CEVI. They were sent out to the Competent National Authorities on September 19th, 2008 for response by November 30th, 2008. However, due to requests for time extension, reports continued to be received until June 29th, 2009.

This document, published as MESECVI/CEVI/doc.94/09, was sent by the Technical Secretariat to the experts for their comments on February 12th, 2010.

2. Fulfillment of the Agreements of the Fifth Meeting of the CEVI
The agreements of the Fifth Meeting of the CEVI, held in Washington on June 25th – 26th, 2009, were fulfilled as reported below:
a. On February 5th, 2010 the Secretariat sent correspondence on behalf of the CEVI Coordinator, Hilda Morales, to the Executive Secretary of the IACHR, Santiago Canton, the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, Diego Garcia-Sayan, the President of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIHR), Sonia Picado; and its Executive Director, Roberto Cuéllar. The CEVI Coordinator requested the cooperation of these institutions in disseminating the results of MESECVI.
In response to said request, the IIHR included in the Women’s Rights section of its virtual library some of MESECVI’s basic documents and the Hemispheric Report. Similarly, in its digital newsletter Women and Human Rights of April-May 2010, IIHR published information about the MESECVI.
b. During the Third Meeting of the CIM’s Executive Committee, held on February 25th - 26th, 2010, the government of Venezuela reaffirmed its offer to host an extraordinary meeting of the CEVI in said country through its Vice Minister of INAMUJER, Elida Aponte, to be held sometime from October 2010 on. However, due to scheduling conflicts with the Secretariat of the CIM, it was not possible to accept the offer.
c. On March 4th 2010, the CEVI Coordinator, Hilda Morales, sent correspondence to the Secretary General of the OAS on behalf of the Committee. The letter requested collaboration from the Secretary General in reminding States Parties of their obligation to support the Experts to enable their participation in the meetings of the CEVI through the establishment of a solidarity subfund in accordance with Article 12 of the CEVI Rules of Procedure.
In response to the aforementioned letter, in April 2010 the Office of the Secretary General contacted the Secretariat asking for information about the CEVI needs and those of the Solidarity Subfund, which aims at ensuring the participation of experts from countries that, due to special circumstances, are unable to finance their participation. The Secretariat will draft the Subfund’s Rules of Procedure.
d. The Secretariat asked the experts to submit the names and relevant information on civil society organizations engaged with the topic of violence against women in their respective countries in order to make a distribution list to send these organizations information about the MESECVI and invitations from the CEVI. Ten experts responded to the request. The list is available at the Secretariat. 
e. The Secretariat of the CIM and the CEVI Coordinator have approached the organizers of the III Conference of States Parties, to be held in Guatemala in December 2010, in order to explore the possibility of having a parallel meeting of the CEVI and a joint session with the Conference.
f. The Secretariat is working on restructuring the CIM/MESECVI’s website, in order to make it a more useful tool for the promotion of the results of the Mechanism and as an interactive site for civil society organizations.
3. Annual Report of the MESECVI to the OAS General Assembly.
The Secretariat presented to the OAS General Assembly in 2010, the report on the activities of the Mechanism to Follow up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women "Convention of Belem do Para" (MESECVI) (CP/CG-1812/10). The Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2544 (XL-O/10), which takes note of the report and urges all States Parties to the Convention to facilitate the participation of experts at the meetings of the Committee of Experts (CEVI); and to disseminate the CEVI recommendations to entities and civil society. 
4.   Offer to host the sixth meeting of the CEVI 
In a note dated March 12th, 2010, the Executive President of the Instituto Nacional de las Mujeres (INAMU) of Costa Rica, offered to host the Sixth Meeting of the CEVI. The Memorandum of Understanding between the Organization of American States and the Government of Costa Rica was signed in Washington on June 25th, 2010.

5.   Second Round of Multilateral Evaluation of the MESECVI 

5.1.

Approval of the questionnaire. Following the Fifth Session of CEVI, on July 23rd, 2009 the Secretariat circulated among the members of the CEVI the draft questionnaire for the Second Round of Multilateral Evaluation of the MESECVI, with the comments and amendments which were approved at that meeting.
Additional comments to the draft questionnaire were received from two experts, which were included in the final version sent on February 12th, 2010, together with the Minutes of the Fifth Meeting of the CEVI, the updated biennial work plan and the draft report on follow-up to the CEVI recommendations prepared by the Secretariat. According to what was agreed to by the experts, the questionnaire was approved electronically on March 20th, 2010.
5.2.

Sending of the questionnaire to the CNAs. On April 15th, 2010 the Secretariat sent the questionnaire adopted by the CEVI to the Competent National Authorities (CNAs), with copies to the Permanent Missions, for response by May 31st 2010. Due to requests from several states, the deadline was extended in some cases up to July 21st, 2010. To date there have been twenty five (25) responses by States Parties.
5.3.

Sending the questionnaire to NGOs. Similarly, on April 21st, 2010 the Secretariat sent the questionnaire to those civil society organizations registered with the OAS which work on gender issues, so that they could participate in the Round by presenting a shadow report. In accordance with the regulations, they were given the same amount of time as the States Parties, although the deadline was extended at the request of these organizations. To date, eight shadow reports have been received on: Argentina, Brazil, Ecuador, El Salvador, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic and Uruguay. With the exception of Argentina's shadow report, submitted by the Comisión de la Memoria de la provincia de Buenos Aires, the other shadow reports were submitted by the Comité de América Latina y el Caribe para la Defensa de los Derechos de la Mujer (CLADEM).
5.4.

Sending of completed questionnaires to the CEVI experts. On July 13th, 2010 the Secretariat sent to the CEVI, the State responses to the questionnaire received to date, so that the experts could prepare the draft preliminary report of their assigned countries. The deadline set for receipt of a draft preliminary report is August 13th, 2010.
It is also worth noting that both the Bahamas and Saint Kitts and Nevis, which did not participate in the First Round of Multilateral Evaluation, are participating in the Second Round and have submitted their responses to the CEVI questionnaire. Likewise, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, which could not participate in the First Round, appointed a Competent National Authority on July 15th, 2010, which allows for its participation in the Second Round. On August 12, 2010, Grenada appointed an Expert for the first time, which will enable her to participate in the CEVI activities within the Second Multilateral Evaluation Round.
6. New Members of the Committee of Experts (CEVI) 

In 2010, ten States Parties have assigned new Experts, which are as follows:
a. Costa Rica: Mayrene Sánchez Zamora as Principal Expert and Inés Delgado as Alternate Expert;
b. Dominica: Sylvanie Burton as Principal Expert;
c. Ecuador: Rosa Manzo as Principal Expert, Gloria Camacho as First Alternate and Rocío Salgado Carpio as Second Alternate Expert;
d. El Salvador: Yolanda Guirola as Principal Expert;
e. Grenada: Elaine Henry-McQueen as Principal Expert

f. Panama: Luzmila Rodríguez de Young as Principal Expert and Aleyda Terán as Alternate Expert;
g. Peru: Paola Muñoz Zamudio as Principal Expert;
h. Saint Lucia: Marcia Symphorien as Principal Expert;
i. Suriname: Shiefania Jahangier as Principal Expert and Farsia Habieb as Alternate Expert; and
j. Trinidad and Tobago: Juliana Boodram as Principal Expert.

7. Participation in the UN Secretary General’s Campaign "UNiTE to End Violence against Women”
The Secretariat of the MESECVI, along with various agencies of the United Nations system, helped coordinate the launch of the Campaign of UN Secretary General "UNiTE to End Violence against Women”, held in Guatemala City between November 24th and 25th, 2009.

In said event the MESECVI was presented as an example of a regional good practice in the Knowledge Fair held on November 24th, and CDs and printed materials on the Convention of Belém do Pará, the MESECVI; the Final Country Reports and Hemispheric Report were distributed.
In addition, the CEVI Coordinator and the Secretariat attended the formal ceremony to launch the campaign, held on November 25th 2009 at the Palacio Nacional de la Cultura, under the distinguished patronage of the President of Guatemala, Álvaro Colom. This activity was also attended by senior officials from Latin America and the Caribbean, as well as United Nations agencies and several civil society organizations.

Currently the Secretariat has been involved with these organizations in coordinating the launch of the campaign in the Caribbean, scheduled for October 2010.
8. Evaluation reports and strengthening of the MESECVI

8.1. Report on the Historical Development and Evolution of the MESECVI 2004-2010: Performance Diagnosis
At its second session, the CIM Executive Committee requested that the Secretariat prepare a report exploring the historical development and evolution of the MESECVI; a diagnosis of its performance and to report on its fundraising initiatives. The purpose was to determine the progress achieved and the challenges still being faced in order to analyze how delegates could contribute to the Mechanism’s strengthening. This report was presented by the Secretariat during the Third Meeting of the Executive Committee, held in Washington from February 24th to 26th, 2010 and circulated to the members of CEVI on February 18th, 2010. (CIM/CD/doc.24/10)

8.2.
Functioning and Impact of the First Round of Multilateral Evaluation of the MESECVI: A key stakeholders’ approach.
To complement the report on the historical development requested by the Executive Committee with an overview of the key players involved, the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM contracted the Equipo Latinoamericano de Justicia y Género (ELA) to conduct an analysis that identifies the contribution of MESECVI; the extent of its impact on the countries of the region and its operations from the perspective of the National Authorities, the Experts, and civil society.


To pursue this objective, the Executive Director of ELA, Natalia Gherardi, held consultations between January and February 2010 with a group of Experts, Competent National Authorities and civil society organizations, to whom she sent out a questionnaire. Preliminary results of this study were presented at the Third Meeting of the CIM Executive Committee, and the final report is included among the documents of the meeting as CIM/CD/INF.15/10.
One of the main conclusions arising from this consultation refers to the vast experience and knowledge accumulated by the MESECVI, which have yet to be fully explored by governments and civil society. To substantially improve the effectiveness and impact of the MESECVI, first and foremost, greater political commitment is needed from the States Parties. Furthermore, the mechanisms and procedures of all stages associated with the operation of the MESECVI must be known and disseminated by varied means. Finally, it was emphasized that unless the current resources, procedures and players with which the MESECVI is currently operating are realistically addressed, none of the changes necessary for the MESECVI’s development will be possible. 

9. Creation of the account mesecvi@oas.org
In order to facilitate and centralize communication between the Secretariat and the different organs of the Mechanism as well as with civil society organizations and other stakeholders in the work of the MESECVI, this e-mail account was created: mesecvi@oas.org.

10. Activities to promote the MESECVI.
· The Coordinator of the CEVI was invited by the Executive Secretary of the National System to Prevent, Assist, Punish and Eradicate Violence against Women in Mexico, to participate in the System’s XI Ordinary Session. The Coordinator presented about "The Process of the Mechanism to follow up on the Implementation of the Convention of Belem do Para and the importante of its complliance in the States Parties of the said Convention". 

The Subsecretary of Government, the Competent National Authority and the President of INMUJERES, Master Maria del Rocío García-Gaytán were present at this session. During her address Mrs. García- Gaytán reiterated the support of the Mexican government to the work of the MESECVI. Also in attendance were representatives of the Secretariats of Education, Health and Judicial system of the federation as well as representatives from the Mechanism for the Advancement of Women of the 32 federative entities.
· The Coordinator of the CEVI participated in the Second Inter-American Meeting of Refuges, which was held on November 9-10, 2009 in Mexico City. The Hemispheric Report was distributed at said event. 
· The Coordinator of the CEVI also disseminated the work of the MESECVI through lectures in the Diploma "Femicide and other forms of violence against women" organized by the School of Judicial Studies to judges and paralegals in Guatemala. Also lectured in the Diploma on Human Rights and Human Rights of Women for lawyers, organized by the Guatemalan Bar Association (Colegio de Abogados y Notarios de Guatemala)
· The Secretariat participated in the “Regional Meeting - Femicide in Central America and the Dominican Republic: Advances to Prevent, Attend to and Punish Violence against Women”, held in Panama City on March 23rd to 24th, 2010. At this event, it presented the keynote speech: "Fifteen years on the Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women (Belem do Para): Progress, Gaps and Actions". 
· The Secretariat participated in the “Knowledge Fair: Policies to Transform” held in El Salvador from April 26th to 28th, 2010, organized by the Grupo de Mujeres Parlamentarias de El Salvador, UNIFEM, UNDP and AECID. At this event the MESECVI was cited as a regional good practice in San Salvador (April 26th), Santa Ana (April 27th) and San Miguel (April 28th). CD's and booklets with general information about the Mechanism and the documents produced during the First Round of Multilateral Evaluation were distributed.
� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CIM02785E01�








