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(Item 3 of the agenda)


This report details activities carried out by the Coordinator and the Technical Secretariat of the Committee of Experts (CEVI) since the second meeting of CEVI, held in July 2006, as well as the actions taken since then by MESECVI Secretariat. 

COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS (CEVI)

The Coordinator and the Secretariat carried out the activities detailed below, but they were also in permanent contact with Experts, Competent National Authorities, Permanent Missions to the OAS, and civil society organisms. It was necessary to work with them to answer questions, collaborate, remind them of the terms and document requirements, and ensure an ordered and efficient work development within the time limits approved by CEVI. 

In July 2006, pursuant to the agreements approved at the CEVI meeting, the Secretariat delivered a note to the Secretary General requesting his collaboration to ensure that all experts would receive their visa on time to travel to Washington for the upcoming CEVI meetings. Likewise, following upon the offer from the Government of Argentina to be the venue for the next CEVI meeting, on August 2, 2006, the Secretariat sent a list of requirements to the Permanent Mission in Argentina. Said requirements must be met if the offer is finalized. 

In August, the Final Minutes of the second CEVI meeting were sent to the Experts, together with the modified Work Schedule, the report of each sub-group, and a letter requiring compliance of responsibilities regarding the structure of preliminary reports, and the procedure and new schedule that were adopted. The Experts were urged to comply with the terms set for the submission of complementary questions and to request their governments to appoint substitute Experts in order to have a larger audience in the next CEVI meetings. 

Likewise, in view of the need to strengthen the participation of experts from the Caribbean, the CIM Permanent Secretariat made a brief presentation before the Caucus of Ambassadors of Caribbean States to inform them about the progress of MESECVI and reiterate their request for governmental collaboration in appointing Experts or Competent National Authorities, if they had not yet done so, and submitting their reports on time. 

As a result of this meeting, another meeting was to be held on September 1, 2006, to receive comments from officials of the Permanent Missions of Saint Lucia and Saint Kitts and Nevis concerning strategic measures for incorporating Caribbean governments to the MESECVI process.  

In that same month, the Secretary submitted before the Competent National Authorities of Belize, Brazil, Chile, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Paraguay, and the Dominican Republic, the complementary questions sent by the Experts of Haiti, Uruguay, Ecuador, Peru, Honduras, Brazil, and Costa Rica. The deadline to receive comments was set for October 20.  

In October, the Secretariat submitted the answers received from the Competent National Authorities of Belize, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and the Dominican Republic, to the corresponding Experts. No answer was received from El Salvador and Nicaragua. 

Early in December, the CEVI Technical Secretariat sent a message to the Experts reminding them that the deadline to deliver their reviewed preliminary Report was December 15, in accordance with the agreements reached at the Meeting of Experts in July 2006. A week later, they were sent a second reminder, urging them to submit their preliminary Report as soon as possible. During the month, as several preliminary reports were received, the Secretariat reiterated to the Experts, the need to comply with the preliminary reports criteria adopted by the Committee of Experts at its last meeting. Accordingly, several reports were returned for review. 

The Secretariat sent a third reminder to the Experts, extending the deadline to January 12, 2007, date after which the Reports would be sent to the Competent National Authorities for comment.

Facing such poor response from the Experts, and with only 13 draft reports, the Secretariat, on behalf of CEVI Coordinator, sent an urgent letter, expressing its concern before the possibility of not being able to comply with the work schedule, and requesting confirmation of the submission of their assigned country report. The Coordinator stated that, if no answer was received within the mentioned term, she would have to inform the corresponding government about said situation and request it to take necessary actions and prevent the Mechanism from being endangered.

On February 2, having received 19 preliminary Reports, the Technical Secretariat proceeded to send them to the Competent National Authorities of the respective countries, setting March 2 as the deadline to receive clarifications from the Member States. 


As of the date of this report, 21 reviewed preliminary reports have been received. 
CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTIES
As a result of the informal discussions held with officials of the Permanent Missions in Antigua and Barbuda, Brazil, Chile, Mexico, and Venezuela, the Technical Secretariat prepared a draft document proposing the basis for operation of the Conference of States Parties. As a result of these initiatives, it was agreed to hold a Preparatory Meeting of said Conference. With the advice of the Department of Legal Affairs, a draft document of Rules of Procedure was prepared, containing the procedures to be followed for the meetings and for ensuring participation of the Conference in the implementation process of the MESECVI. The Secretary General sent a convocation to the Permanent Missions for a meeting on April 16, 2007. During the meeting, the draft agenda for the conference was adopted, together with the draft Rules of Procedure and the calendar to be followed until the Conference of States Parties takes place. The Government of Venezuela offered to host the Conference that will be held during the third quarter of 2007.

HUMAN AND FINANCIAL RESOURCES 

The Technical Secretariat met with Ms. Antonia Urrejola, Advisor of the Secretary General, with the purpose of acquainting her with the financial and human resources needs of MESECVI. The documents prepared and presented contained relevant information on the importance of the violence issue, the structure of the MESECVI and the duties of the Secretariat. The Secretariat also requested support to hire sufficient personnel, in accordance with the comparative chart of other follow-up mechanisms of Conventions, and a proposal for organizing a Seminar with Caribbean countries was given to her. Subsequently, she was sent a revised version of the documents, with statistics on violence and a comparison of MESECVI with other mechanisms under the OAS to highlight the difference in human and financial resources. 

In the period covered by this report, only the Government of Mexico made an additional contribution of US$54.000 to MESECVI, besides commissioning an official of the Mexican Foreign Service, Ms. Flor de Lis Vásquez, to the MESECVI Technical Secretariat for a two-year period (2006/2007), to strengthen it. This valuable contribution that Mexico is making until December 2007 has helped CIM to carry out more effectively the important work of the Secretariat entrusted to it by the Member States of the Convention. No offers have yet been received from other governments to support the MESECVI by replacing her as of January 2008.

On the other hand, the CIM hired a consultant from April to December 2007, to collaborate with the tasks that the Secretariat must carry out to organize the third CEVI meeting and the Conference of States Parties of the MESECVI.
MESECVI BROCHURE

Since February, the Technical Secretariat has worked with representatives from a printing house to design a brochure on the MESECVI, which will be used to disseminate information about its work and objectives. The brochure is now ready and will be widely distributed to government and civil society representatives. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF MESECVI TO THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY

In 2005, the OAS General Assembly approved resolution AG/RES. 2138 (XXXV-O/05), welcoming the adoption of the Mechanism and requesting to be informed at its next regular session about its implementation. To comply with this mandate, the Technical Secretariat of the Mechanism prepared and presented to the Permanent Council the report of the activities carried out from March 2005 to February 2006. Likewise, it prepared the report for the period comprised between March 2006 and February 2007. Said report is available on the CIM web page. The Executive Secretary of the CIM duly presented the report to the Permanent Council during the Thirty-Seventh Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly, which adopted resolution AG/RES. 2330 (XXXVII-O/07). 
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