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FINAL SUMMARY
I. 
INTRODUCTION
The Second Meeting of the Second Conference of the State Parties of the Mechanism to Follow-up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women ‘Convention of Belém do Pará (MESECVI), held on July 9 and 10, 2008, at the Alba Caracas Hotel. This meeting was made possible by the support of the Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, which offered host the event through Verbal Note of the Permanent Mission date don May 5, 2008. 
The purpose was to receive the Report of the Committee of Experts (CEVI) of the MESECVI, consisting of the Hemispheric Report and the national reports approved by the CEVI, during the Third Meeting held on July 18 to 20 in Buenos Aires city, Argentina; and to examine the draft Rules of Procedure of the Conference of States Parties of the MESECVI. Furthermore, as a political body, the Conference adopted decisions, conclusions, and agreements among the States Parties concerning past and future activities.
The OAS Secretary General convened all the States Parties to the Convention through communication dated June 17, 2008.  Invitations were issued to the states not Parties, OAS member states, diplomatic bodies, authorities of the Juridical al Legislative, the Rapporteur on Women’s Rights of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and specialized international entities and organizations no governmentals which work to eliminate the violence against women. The list of participants published by the Secretariat as document MESECVI-II/doc.48/08.
The drafts of Agenda and Rules of Procedures and a document referred to Conclusions and Recommendations were revised in three preparatory meetings for the Conference. The meetings were open to all Permanent Mission of the States Parties, held on April 25, 2007, June 10, 2008 and June 25, 2008, in Washington, DC. At the first meeting, the preliminary draft Agenda and Rules of Procedure were discussed. At the second meeting, the Rules of Procedures was revised again; and at the third meeting focused on the draft agenda and Conclusions and Recommendations.  
All documents pertaining to the meeting, including the country reports and the Hemispheric Report was published by the Secretariat to be presented to the Conference.

II. ANTECEDENTES


The first meeting of the Conference of State Parties was held in compliance of the mandates of the resolution AG/RES. 2021 (XXXIV-O/04).  The Secretary General of the OAS convened the Conference of the States Parties on October 26, 2004, which approved the “Statute of the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, Convention of Belém do Pará (MESECVI).  This Statute stipulated that this Mechanism constitutes the Conference of State Parties, a political entity, and a Committee of Experts; a technical entity.  The Committee works in Multilateral Evaluation Rounds and the Committee designs and forwards a questionnaire to all State Parties. Then the responses are evaluated and a Report is produced by each participating country and a Hemispheric Report is produced with the results obtained at the regional level. These reports identify the progress made and the challenges that remain for the implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará at the national level and recommendations are made so that the Convention can be implemented in a better way.


After the Statute of MESECVI was approved in 2004, and as a first step to implement the Mechanism, on January 28, 2005, the Ministers of Foreign Relations of the State Parties of the Convention were asked to designate the expert to represent their country in the Committee of Experts (CEVI).
On September 13, 2005, the Secretary requested the Ministers of Foreign Relations of the State Parties to designate the Competent National Authorities (CNAs) to serve as liaison between the government and the Secretary of the “MESECVI.”  At the same time, the Competent National Authorities would have the responsibility to forward the response to the questionnaire for its government, which constitutes the major component for the Committee’s assessment work. The survey was sent to the National Competency Authority by the Secretary on November 7, 2005. 

The Committee of Experts (CEVI) held three meetings on August 22-24, 2005; July 24-25, 2006; and July 18-20, 2007. In these meetings were approved the Rules of Procedures and the methodology for evaluation; the questionnaires to be forwarded to the governments. They analyzed the questionnaire responses, added and evaluated questions, and finally, the country reports and the Hemispheric Report were approved. The country reports and the Hemispheric Report were presented to the Second Conference of State Parties. 

As of the date of this report, the Mechanism has 29 experts and 28 Competent National Authorities (CNAs).  With regard to the process, twenty-eight States Parties answered the questionnaire; the experts prepared 28 country assessment reports and 15 Competent National Authorities (CNAs) sent in final comments on the aforementioned reports.

III.
DEVELOPMENT OF THE CONFERENCE MEETING

A.
INAUGURAL SESSION

The following speakers took the floor at the opening session:  the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), Carmen Lomellin, on behalf of the Secretary General of the Organization of American States; the President of the National Women’s Institute of Mexico (INMUJERES), María del Rocío García Gaytán, on behalf of the President of the Conference of States Parties to the MESECVI; the Minister of State for Women Affairs of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, María León; and the People’s Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Nicolás Maduro, who closed the opening session.   


The speeches pronounced at the inaugural session are published, respectively, as Los discursos pronunciados en esta sesión inaugural fueron publicados por la Secretaría Técnica como documentos MESECVI-II/INF. 1/08, MESECVI-II/INF. 2/08, MESECVI-II/INF. 3/08, y MESECVI-II/INF. 4/08. 


B.
WORKING MEETINGS
Four plenary sessions were held, two per day of the meeting. 
The officers of the Conference were elected at the first working meeting.  On a proposal by the delegation of Mexico, the Delegate of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela was elected by acclamation to serve as the new President of the Conference for two years. The new President took her post and the other officers were elected.  The Delegates of the Dominican Republic and Mexico, respectively, were elected by acclamation as First and Second Vice Presidents. The Delegate of Peru was elected as Rapporteur on a proposal by the delegation of Guatemala. 

Then the draft agenda (MESECVI-II/doc.13/08 rev. 4) and the draft calendar (MESECVI-II/doc.18/08) were adopted without amendments.
Finally, the delegations, at the proposal of the President, reviewed the Draft Rules of Procedure (MESECVI-II/doc.12/08 rev. 3) article by article.  With amendments to Articles 15 and 24 were approved.  Additionally, in the Spanish version, the language of the heading of Chapter VI and of Articles 5 and 16 was adjusted.  Also, Article 22 in the English version was adjusted to the Spanish version.  With these changes, the Rules of Procedures were adopted in their entirety (MESECVI-II/doc.12/08 rev. 4).
At the beginning of the second meeting, the CEVI’s reports and Final Report of the Coordinator Susana Chiarotti, and of the CIM Executive Secretary were received. Before that the President requested the Secretariat to give a brief presentation on the background, characteristics, and purposes of the MESECVI, to provide participants with a reference framework on the process to date.
The Coordinator of the CEVI, in her presentation of the Final Report to the Conference of States Parties (MESECVI-II/doc.50/08) reported on the progress made and challenges faced during the work in the four areas selected for the questionnaire of the first multilateral evaluation round:  legislation, rules, and national plans; access to justice; national budget; and information and statistics. She referred to the Hemispheric Report (MESECVI-II/doc.16/08), in particular its general and specific recommendations, and presented proposals for future work.
The delegations congratulated the Coordinator and thanked CEVI and the Technical Secretariat for their work. Next, most delegations gave country progress reports on the subjects of the Hemispheric Report.  The delegations of Argentina, Costa Rica, Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela said they would send the Secretariat requests for corrections to same tables of that report. 

Then the President offering the floor to the Executive Secretary of the CIM, Carmen Lomellin, who summarized the Progress Report of the Technical Secretariat on the Implementation of the Mechanism (MESECVI-II/doc.17/08). The Executive Secretary spoke on the stages completed in the operation of the MESECVI, lessons learned, the urgent need for funding to cover the needs of the Mechanism, and other challenges.  The delegations provided their comments and reiterated their support to the Mechanism and its Technical Secretariat. 

During the third and fourth meeting held on July 10, the consideration of agenda item 6, Conclusions and Recommendations of the Second Conference of States Parties to the MESECVI (MESECVI-II/doc.15/08 rev. 2).  The delegations made contributions and proposed various changes.  First, in accordance with Article 24 of the Rules of Procedure approved the previous day, the title of the document was changed to “Decisions, Conclusions, and Agreements of the Second Conference of States Parties to the MESECVI.”  Chapters I and II were combined, resulting in one entitled “Strengthening and Financing of the Mechanism.”  The items of this new chapter were reordered and items 5, 8, 9, and 10 were modified.  In Chapter III, Meetings of the Conference, Country Reports, and Other Measures, item 11 was removed; delegations maintained that, because of the current financial situation of the Mechanism, this recommendation should be discussed again at a future meeting of the Conference. As for Chapter IV, item 14 was modified. Furthermore, the Chapter V was examined.  Its title was changed to “Contributions by Various Civil Society Organizations.”  Items 15 and 16 were amended.  In Chapter VI, item 18 was amended.  With these changes, the delegations adopted the document by consensus; it has been published as MESECVI-II/doc.15/08 rev. 4).
The delegation of Venezuela proposed an agreement concerning the Returns Directive adopted by the European Parliament.  After a discussion among the delegations, the following text was adopted: “To support resolution CP/RES. 938 (1654/08), adopted by the OAS Permanent Council, on the European Union’s Returns Directive on migration issues, since it jeopardizes the human rights of migrants and has a negative impact on women.”  The delegations also agreed to include this decision both in the final report of the Conference and in the rapporteur’s report.

The delegation of Bolivia then proposed an agreement concerning violence against indigenous women in that country. After considerable discussion, they arrived at the following consensus text: “To express their concern over the manifestations of racial violence, in particular against indigenous women and minority groups, and to request the Committee of Experts to pay special attention, in the next evaluation round, to violence against indigenous women and women of African descent, which was included as item 11 in the Chapter I of the Decisions, Conclusions, and Agreements of the Conference.

Finally, pursuant to Article 8 of the new Rules of Procedure of the Conference approved the day before, the President invited delegations to present offers to host the Third Conference of States Parties, noting that, should no offer be forthcoming, her country would be willing to serve as host again.  The delegation of Guatemala expressed its Government’s decision to host the Conference.  The offer was accepted with enthusiastic applause.

C.
CLOSE SESSION
At the closing session the Chair of the Commission for the Creation of Courts against Violence towards Women of the Republic of Venezuela, Judge Yolanda Jaimes, made her statement during the closing session. Her speech was published by the Technical Secretary as document MESECVI-II/INF. 5/08.  Finally, María León, Minister of State for Women’s Issues of the Republic of Venezuela thanked all the delegations for their participation for the success achieved with everyone’s support. She expressed her government’s pride and appreciation in having served as the site for an event of so much significance for the human rights of women.
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