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SECOND MEETING OF THE CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTIES

DECISIONS, CONCLUSIONS, AND AGREEMENTS OF THE
SECOND CONFERENCE OF THE STATES PARTIES TO MESECVI
(Adopted at the fourth meeting held on July 10, 2008)

1. We, the States Party to the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará,” gathered on July 9 and 10, 2008 in Caracas, Venezuela, for the Second Conference of States Party;
2. CONSIDERING that the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará,” adopted in 1994, identified violence against women as a violation of their human rights and its elimination as essential for their individual and social development as well as their full and equal participation in all walks of life;

3. RECOGNIZING WITH SATISFACTION that, to date, 32 member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) have ratified the Convention of Belém do Pará, thereby expressing their absolute condemnation of and concern over any act of violence against women and demonstrating their commitment to the obligations they have assumed in fulfillment of the Convention’s objectives;

4. BEARING IN MIND that, on the 20 and 21st of July, 2004, pursuant to the mandates set forth in resolution CIM/RES. 224 (XXI-O/02) and resolution AG/RES. 2012 (XXXIV-O/04), a meeting of Experts of the Member States was held at OAS headquarters where  recommendations were agreed upon on how best to follow up on the Convention of Belém do Pará;

5. REMEMBERING that, on the basis of those recommendations, on October 26, 2004, the First Conference of States Party to the Convention was held at OAS headquarters, in which the Statute of the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI) was adopted;

6. COGNIZANT that most of the first Multilateral Evaluation Round has been successfully completed and that the country evaluations and the Hemispheric Report adopted in the Third Meeting of the Committee of Experts (CEVI) have been submitted to this Conference,

AGREE: 
1.
To adopt the recommendations of the Committee of Experts (CEVI) Hemispheric Report. 

I.
STRENGTHENING AND FINANCING OF THE MECHANISM

2.
To urge the States Party to the Convention to provide economic support and/or human resources to the Mechanism so that the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in its capacity as Technical Secretariat of the Mechanism can continue to carry out its functions. 

3. To request that the Secretary General of the OAS, in accordance with the available financial resources, and with the agreement of the Committee of Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) assign the necessary human, technical, and financial resources so that the Technical Secretariat or the Mechanism can continue supporting its implementation. 

4. To call upon the States Party and Technical Secretariat to strengthen the efforts to promote cooperation and exchange of best experiences and information between the Mechanism and other entities that address violence against women on sub-regional, regional, and international levels. 

5.
To thank the governments of Mexico and Brazil for the financial contributions and human resources that they have provided to the Mechanism.

6.
To thank the government of Argentina for its hosting of the Third Meeting of the Committee of Experts (CEVI) held in Buenos Aires, Argentina on July 18-20 2007, and encourage the States Party to consider offering to host meetings of the Mechanism.

7. To call upon the Member States and Permanent Observers of the OAS to consider voluntarily contributing with the financial and human resources necessary for the full implementation of the Mechanism, as well as for the strengthening of the Technical Secretariat.

8. To recommend the OAS Secretary General that, in accordance with Article 11 of the Statute, external sources of financing, such as international and regional financial institutions, and national government agencies and other entities, be identified to fund the activities needed for the Mechanism to function effectively. 
9. To request the Secretary General of the OAS to foster the holding of a meeting of donors in order to obtain the necessary resources for the functioning of the Mechanism.  
10. To recommend to the OAS General Secretariat that, in accordance with Article 11 of the Statue, it establish and manage a solidarity sub-fund, financed by voluntary contributions, to ensure the participation of those States Party that so request and that do not have the necessary resources at the CEVI Meetings of experts.

11. To express their concern over manifestations of racial violence, especially against indigenous women and minority groups, and to request the Committee of Experts to pay special attention during the next multilateral evaluation round to violence against indigenous women and women of African descent. 

II.
MEETINGS OF THE CONFERENCE, COUNTRY REPORTS AND OTHER MEASURES
12. To recommend to the States Party that have not done so that they appoint Experts and/or Competent National Authorities (CAN), and take the necessary measures to ensure the participation of the national experts in the CEVI meetings and if possible, that this participation is on a regular basis. 

13. In accordance to available resources, to instruct the Technical Secretariat to provide advice on the functioning of the Mechanism for the Experts and the CNA who request it.  

III.
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CEVI RECOMMENDATIONS

14. To reiterate our commitment to the implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará and with the establishment of the internal measures required to fulfill CEVI recommendations. 
IV.
CONTRIBUTION OF THE VARIOUS CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS
15. To reiterate our support for the contribution of the civil society organizations to the activities of the Mechanism, in accordance with its Statute. 

16. To recognize the work of the various civil society organizations to provide support services for women victims of violence, such as shelters and foster homes for them and for their children; medical care, self-help groups; rehabilitation programs; and free hotlines; and to urge the States Party to support the implementation of those efforts.
V.
REPLIES TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE AND DISSEMINATION OF REPORTS
17. To urge the States Party to reply, in a timely manner, to the questionnaires adopted in the framework of the multilateral evaluation rounds.

18. To urge that every State Party disseminate, as broadly as possible to those involved and by whatever means considered appropriate, the work of the Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará.” 

19. To request to the presidency of the Conference of the States Party of the Mechanism to submit a report about measures adopted and advances achieved in the implementation of the existing Conclusions and Recommendations to the next meeting of the Conference, based on the follow-up and periodic reviews of the CEVI and the Technical Secretariat, whichever applies. 

The States Party of the Conference wish to acknowledge and express appreciation to the government of Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela for hosting this Second Conference of State Party of the Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará.”[image: image3.png]
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