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REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP FOR THE STRENGTHENING OF THE MESECVI TO THE FIRST SPECIAL CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTY TO THE CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ

As representative of the Working Group for the Strengthening of the Follow-up Mechanism to the Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women (MESECVI), I have the honor of presenting this report on the considerations and recommendations adopted by this Group following the Fifth Conference of States Party (5th CSP) to the Convention of Belém do Pará held in Washington, D.C. on November 18-19, 2013.
I. Introduction

Pursuant to Agreement 12 of the document entitled “Agreements of the Fifth Conference of States Party to the Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women, “Convention of Belém Do Pará” (MESECVI) (MESECVI-V doc.109/13 rev.4 corr.1), the 5th CSP approved the creation of a Working Group for the Strengthening of the MESECVI to consider and make the corresponding recommendations on the topics below to the Conference of States Party (CSP) prior to its upcoming special meeting:
a) “The Strategic Plan of the MESECVI 2014-2017. The Strategic Plan should adhere to the scope of the mechanism and is to take into account the competencies established in the Statute of the MESECVI for the Conference of States Party and the Committee of Experts;

b) Guidelines for holding dialogues and/or meetings between the Conference of

 States Party and the CEVI;
c) Recommendations on tools for promoting broad participation of the Experts at CEVI meetings, including financing their participation at official CEVI meetings using the MESECVI Specific Fund created under Article 11 of the Mechanism’s Statute;

d) Promoting the participation of civil society and other social actors in accordance with the “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.” [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]” 
If, as a result of the agreements reached, amendment of the MESECVI Statute is deemed necessary, the Working Group may also submit relevant recommendations on the issues set out in the mandate for consideration of the Conference of States Party.
In the work calendar to be agreed on by the Working Group, priority shall be given to analyzing the Strategic Plan of the MESECVI with the objective of submitting the Working Group’s proposal to the consideration of National Authorities by no later than March 2014.
Where pertinent, the CEVI, through its President, is invited to send recommendations on the issues to be addressed by the Working Group for their consideration.
The Working Group shall have the support of the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI in an open forum, and is to be chaired by Ana Lucía Nieto Frías, Alternate Representative of Peru to the OAS. The Working Group will designate its vice-chairs based on the principle of regional representation.”
In order to fulfill its mandate, the Working Group met on seven occasions, which we will report on below.
II. First Informal Meeting of the Working Group

The First Informal Meeting of the Working Group (hereinafter WG) for the Strengthening of the MESECVI was held on January 23, 2014, in room 604 of the General Services Building of the Organization of American States (OAS), in Washington, D.C. The meeting was chaired by Ana Lucía Nieto Frías, Alternate Representative of Peru to the OAS, and was attended by delegates from several Missions of the OAS and representation from Mexico’s Competent National Authority. The Competent National Authorities of Brazil, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala, and Uruguay attended virtually.

During the meeting, an agreement was reached to have three vice-chairs:  1st – Guatemala, 2nd – Mexico, and 3rd – Belize. 

In order to comply with the aforementioned agreement 12(a), the Working Group decided to give priority to analysis of the MESECVI Strategic Plan and made Thursday, February 6, the deadline for providing the MESECVI Technical Secretariat with input and comments.  

In consideration of agreement 12(c), the WG asked the Technical Secretariat to draw up draft Rules of Procedure for the MESECVI Fund based on the draft Rules of Procedure of the Solidarity Subfund of the MESECVI, bearing in mind the rules of procedure of other OAS voluntary funds and the draft Rules presented during the 5th Conference of States Party. In order to develop recommendations aimed at promoting the broad participation of the experts at the meetings of the MESECVI Committee of Experts (CEVI), the WG further asked the Technical Secretariat to distribute the tables containing details of the experts who had taken part in the most recent meetings, as well as of the experts appointed to date. 
For consideration of the remaining matters contained in the mandate, the Chair asked the Technical Secretariat to consolidate all of the comments made by the delegations in order to prepare the necessary documents for future meetings.

III. Second Informal Meeting of the Working Group

The Second Meeting of the Working Group was held on February 21, 2014, and was chaired by the Vice-Chair of the Working Group, Ms. Olga María Pérez, Alternate Representative of Guatemala to the OAS. Attending the meeting were the Missions to the OAS and Ms. Norma Contreras, representative of Mexico’s Competent National Authority.  In addition, representatives of the Competent National Authorities of Costa Rica, Guatemala, Mexico, Paraguay, and Uruguay attended the meeting virtually

During this meeting, the new draft “Strategic Plan of the MESECVI 2014-2017,” presented by the Chair with the support of the Secretariat, was submitted for discussion. Debate was likewise held on the document concerning “Procedure and criteria for the use of funds to extraordinary finance the participation of experts in the meetings of the Committee of Experts of the Mechanism for Follow-up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women – Convention of Belém do Pará,” and on the document, “Guidelines for the development of dialogue between the Competent National Authorities (CNA) and the Committee of Experts (CEVI) of the MESECVI,” presented by the Chair. Different delegations offered several comments that were then incorporated into the documents for discussion at the following meeting.
IV. Third Informal Meeting of the Working Group

The Third Informal Meeting of the Working Group for the Strengthening of the MESECVI was held on March 24, 2014, in the Padilha Vidal conference room in the General Services Building of the OAS in Washington, D.C.; Ana Lucía Nieto Frías, Alternate Representative of Peru to the OAS, chaired the meeting. In attendance were delegations from the Missions to the OAS. Representatives of the Competent National Authorities of Costa Rica, Grenada, Guatemala, Peru, and Uruguay attended virtually. 
During this meeting, preparation of the draft “Strategic Plan of the MESECVI 2014-2017” continued; the document included comments made in the previous meeting by representatives of the Competent National Authorities of Costa Rica and Mexico, and the delegations of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, and Peru.
Debate continued on the document concerning “Procedure and criteria for the use of funds to extraordinary finance the participation of experts in the meetings of the Committee of Experts of the Mechanism for Follow-up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women – Convention of Belém do Pará,” which contained the comments put forth by the delegations of Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

In addition thereto, discussion began on the document entitled “Guidelines for the development of dialogue between the Competent National Authorities (CNA) and the Committee of Experts (CEVI) of the MESECVI,” which had received comments from the CNA of Mexico.

V. Fourth Informal Meeting of the Working Group

The Fourth Informal Meeting of the Working Group for the Strengthening of the MESECVI was held on March 27, 2014, in the Guerrero conference room in the main building of the OAS in Washington, D.C.; Ana Lucía Nieto Frías, Alternate Representative of Peru to the OAS, chaired the meeting. In attendance at the meeting were the Missions to the OAS. In addition, representatives of the Competent National Authorities of Costa Rica, Guatemala, Paraguay, and Uruguay attended virtually.
Discussion was first held on the document entitled “Procedure and criteria for the use of funds to extraordinary finance the participation of experts in the meetings of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI,” which included the comments made by the delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
Debate continued on the document entitled “Guidelines for the development of dialogue between the Competent National Authorities (CNAs) and the Committee of Experts (CEVI) of the MESECVI,” which contained comments made by the delegations of Argentina and Mexico.

Lastly, deliberations were held on the draft “Strategic Plan of the MESECVI 2014-2017,” which included comments made by Argentina and Mexico, as well as the Chair’s proposal regarding potential candidates to spearhead or coordinate each of the actions in the Strategic Plan. 
VI. Fifth Informal Meeting of the Working Group

The Fifth Meeting of the Working Group was held on April 15, 2014, in the Gabriela Mistral conference room in the General Secretariat Building (GSB) of the OAS; Ana Lucía Nieto Frías, Alternate Representative of Peru to the OAS, chaired the meeting. In attendance were delegates from the Missions to the OAS. Attending virtually were the Competent National Authorities of Argentina, Mexico, Peru, as well as the Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic to the OAS.
During this last meeting, the documents of the Strategic Plan of the MESECVI 2014-2017, which contained comments by Argentina, Brazil, and Nicaragua, were reviewed, as were the documents on the “Procedure and criteria for the use of funds to extraordinary finance the participation of experts in the meetings of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI,” with observations from Bolivia and Mexico. And lastly, discussion was held on the document entitled “Guidelines for the development of dialogue between the Competent National Authorities (CNA) and the Committee of Experts (CEVI) of the MESECVI,” which included comments from the delegations of Brazil, Mexico, and Nicaragua.  
VII. FIRST PREPARATORY MEETING OF THE FIRST SPECIAL CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTY TO THE MESECVI



The States Party to the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women, ‘Convention of Belém Do Pará’, held the First Preparatory Meeting of the First Special Conference of States Party to the MESECVI on May 16, 2014, in Pachuca, state of Hidalgo, Mexico. The meeting was chaired by the Vice-Chair of the Conference of States Party, Elizabeth Quiroa, of the Competent National Authority of Guatemala.

In keeping with the approved Agenda, the Chair of the WG for the Strengthening of the MESECVI, Ana Lucía Nieto, presented the progress of the WG on the Strengthening of the MESECVI (MESECVI/GT/doc.8/14), as outlined previously. 

The Chair reported that, in response to the mandate handed down by the 5th CSP under Article 12 of document MESECVI-V doc.109/13 rev. 4 corr. 1, an agreement was reached to submit the following recommendations to the consideration of the Conference of States Party of the MESECVI:

a. The Strategic Plan of the MESECVI 2014-2017. The Strategic Plan should adhere to the scope of the mechanism and is to take into account the competencies established in the Statute of the MESECVI for the Conference of States Party and the Committee of Experts;


Pursuant to the guidelines established by the 5th CSP, the Working Group decided to submit the draft “Strategic Plan of the MESECVI 2014-2017, (MESECVI/GT/doc.4/14)” to the consideration of the CNAs.
b. Guidelines for holding dialogues and/or meetings between the Conference of

 States Party and the CEVI;

In response to this point, the Working Group prepared the document entitled “Guidelines for the development of dialogue between the CNA and the CEVI (MESECVI/GT/doc.6/14).”

c. Recommendations on tools for promoting broad participation of the Experts in CEVI meetings, including financing their participation in official CEVI meetings using the MESECVI Specific Fund created under Article 11 of the Mechanism’s Statute;


In order to ensure the proper operation of the MESECVI, the WG underscored the importance to the States Party to the Convention of appointing their experts to the Committee and urged them to promote all necessary measures for all States to appoint their experts. The Working Group further adopted the document entitled “Procedure and criteria for the use of funds to extraordinary finance the participation of experts in the meetings of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI (CEVI) (MESECVI/GT/doc.5/14).”

d. Promotion of the participation of civil society and other actors within society in accordance with the “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]” 

The WG acknowledged the importance of having the Secretariat create a database in order to keep women’s organizations updated on the activities of the MESECVI and encourage those not registered to do so. It also invited the States Party, via their Competent National Authorities, to take measures to promote the registering of civil society organizations that might be interested, providing information on how to participate pursuant to OAS rules, which have been included in the Strategic Plan 2014-2017, among other measures to promote the Convention of Belem do Pará.
The Authorities meeting in Pachuca agreed to submit the following documents to the First Special Conference of States Party to the Belém do Pará Convention, to be held on October 22-23 in Mexico City, Mexico:

·   Guidelines for the development of dialogue between the CNA and the CEVI (MESECVI/GT/doc.6/14)

·   The Strategic Plan of the MESECVI 2014-2017 (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.4/14)

·   Procedure and criteria for the use of funds to extraordinary finance the participation of experts in the meetings of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI (CEVI) (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.5/14)

VIII. Sixth Informal Meeting of the Working Group

On July 7, at the request of the Chair of the WG, the Technical Secretariat distributed the draft Recommendations on tools for promoting the broad participation of the Experts at CEVI meetings (MESECVI/GT/doc.4) among the CNAs and Permanent Missions to the OAS, and informed States that, on the instructions of the Chair, the Technical Secretariat would be able to receive comments concerning the text up to July 25, 2014.


The Sixth Informal Meeting of the WG for the Strengthening of the MESECVI was held on August 18, 2014, in the Gabriela Mistral conference room in the General Secretariat Building (GSB) of the OAS in Washington, D.C. Ana Lucía Nieto Frías, Alternate Representative of Peru to the OAS, chaired the meeting. 


The proposals made by the States concerning the document entitled Recommendations on tools for promoting broad participation of the Experts in CEVI meetings (MESECVI/GT/doc.4), which contained comments from Argentina, Brazil, Costa Rica, Mexico and Nicaragua, were revised. An agreement was reached to distribute a new, revised version of the document and to convene a further meeting to conclude discussion over the document.

IX. Seventh Informal Meeting of the Working Group

The Seventh Informal Meeting of the WG for the Strengthening of the MESECVI was held on September 23, 2014, in the Gabriela Mistral conference room in the General Secretariat Building (GSB) of the OAS in Washington, D.C. Ana Lucía Nieto Frías, Alternate Representative of Peru to the OAS, chaired the meeting. Attending the meeting were the Missions of Argentina, the Bahamas, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay and Uruguay.


Debate was held on the document entitled “Recommendations on tools for promoting broad participation of the Experts in CEVI meetings (MESECVI/GT/doc.4.rev4), incorporating all comments received at the Sixth Meeting of the Working Group, and an agreement was reached to submit it to the Second Preparatory Meeting of the First Conference of States Party to the MESECVI.

IV. SECOND PREPARATORY MEETING OF THE FIRST SPECIAL CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTY TO THE MESECVI 


The States Party to the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women, ‘Convention of Belém Do Pará’, were called to the Second Preparatory Meeting of the First Special Conference of States Party to the MESECVI on October 6, 2014. Sofía Mitjavila, Alternate Representative of Costa Rica to the OAS, acted as Chair and selected to hold an informal meeting in view of the necessary quorum not being met.


Debate was held during the meeting on matters including the document entitled “Recommendations on tools for promoting broad participation of the Experts in CEVI meetings” (MESECVI/GT/doc.4.rev4), which included the comments that resulted from the meeting.


On October 17, 2014, the Second Preparatory Meeting of the First Special Conference of States Party to the MESECVI was held in the General Services Building of the OAS. Sofía Mitjavila, Alternate Representative of Costa Rica to the OAS, chaired the meeting.


During the course of the meeting, the States Party gave consideration to and agreed to submit the document entitled “Recommendations on tools for promoting broad participation of the Experts in CEVI meetings (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.8/14) to the First Special Conference of States Party to the MESECVI.
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