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RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE
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(Guyana)

I. LEGISLATION

1. How has the Convention of Belem do Para been incorporated in your country's legislation? Can it be applied directly or is a specific mechanism for incorporating it into the country's law necessary? In the latter case, has that mechanism been utilized? If not, why?

Unlike its Caribbean counterparts, Guyana in 2003, with the Constitution (Amendment) (No. 2) Act providing that “every person, as contemplated by the respective international treaties to which Guyana has ratified or acceded to, is entitled to the human rights enshrined in those treaties, and such rights shall be respected and upheld by the executive, legislative, judiciary, and all organs and agencies of Government.” This, in effect, amounts to automatic incorporation of the provisions of ratified international treaties, and eliminates the need for separate legislative enactments.

2. Are there any provisions in your national law that define violence against women, distinguishing it from intra-family, family, or domestic violence and that include as components: 

a) Action, failure to act or conduct against women because of their condition as women? 

b) That results in death, injury, or suffering? 

c) That said injury or suffering is physical, sexual, or psychological? 

d) That the victims are women, girls, and female adolescents? 

e) That this takes place in both the public and the private sphere? 

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about, the dates of its adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include such provisions in national law? l/

The Domestic Violence Act (DVA) No. 18 of 1996
 is generally acclaimed as progressive and comprehensive, and adequately provides for all areas relevant to such a sensitive issue including the rights of all parties directly or indirectly involved or affected. Its scope is broad, and domestic violence is defined in the widest sense to include verbal, physical, sexual and psychological abuse between members of the household. The DVA is designed to be “user friendly” and “there is provision [sic] for the procedure to be swift and definite. Victims of domestic violence, male or female, have the right to seek protection, occupation or tenancy orders. The law stipulates that “a person can apply for a protection or an occupation or tenancy order (or interim order) against another person with whom he/she have been married, co-habiting, had sexual relations, lived together in the same household, or agreed to marry.”

3.  Do your civil and criminal legislation and administrative procedures contain any provisions that prevent, punish and eradicate the following forms of violence: 

a) Physical violence? 

b) Psychological violence? 

c) Sexual violence? 

d) Patrimonial or economic violence? 

e) Other types of violence? Please specify: 
If yes, kindly provide: 

· The information about the dates of its adoption and entry into force, the text itself and the relevant legal articles defining rape. 

· Whether the perpetrators include individuals and government agents'' 

· Whether there is any form of reparation for the victims. 

As noted above the DVA of Guyana specifically address all the varying kinds of violence including physical, psychological, sexual as well as economic violence. Particularly Guyana recently passed the Sexual Offences Act No. 7 of 2010
. By virtue of section 3 of the said Act, rape is defined as:

“A person ("the accused") commits the offence of rape if -


(a)
the accused –



(i)
engages in sexual penetration with another person ("the complainant"); or



(ii)
causes the complainant to engage in sexual penetration with a third person;


(b)
the complainant does not consent to the penetration; and


(c)
the accused does not reasonably believe that the complainant consents.”

Notably now marital rape has been statutorily criminalized since s. 37 of the new Sexual Offences Act 2010 provides:

“Unless where specifically stated in this Act, a marital or other relationship, previous or existing, is not a defense to a charge of any offence under this Act.”

It should be further noted that the Prevention of Crimes (Amendment) Act of 2008 
 has lead to mandatory supervision post release for crimes such as domestic violence and for those who have severed sentences for child rape and molestation and child pornography require mandatory supervision for life. 

Of note with the enactment of The Evidence (Amendment) Act of 2008
 which provides for witnesses to give evidence through audio-visual link ups in the court, witnesses particularly minors can give evidence with out appearing physically in court. 

4.  Does the legislation contain provisions on the prevention and punishment of domestic and international trafficking in persons, especially women? Are those provisions consistent with the Palermo Protocol and is trafficking in persons regulated differently from forced prostitution? 

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include such provisions in national law? 

Yes. Guyana’s current updated trafficking legislation is the Combating Trafficking of Persons Act 2005 
 which does contain provisions on the prevention and punishment of domestic and international trafficking and such provisions are consistent with the Palermo Protocol and such trafficking in person is regulated under the same legislative regime as forced prostitution. 

5.  Does the legislation contain provisions on the prevention and punishment of forced prostitution? Are these provisions consistent with the Rome Statute, which established the International Criminal Court, and do they address forced prostitution separately from trafficking in persons, especially women? 

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the date of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include such provisions in national law?" 

The legislation referred to in # 4, widely provides at section 5 in respect of forced prostitution that any person who transports a person for the purpose of exploiting such person for prostitution is guilty of summary conviction and is liable to fine of not less than G$500,000 and not more than G$1,000,000 and not more than three years imprisonment. 

6. Is sexual harassment punishable in the following spheres? 

a) In the workplace? 

b) In health?

c) In education

d) Anywhere else? Please specify:

           If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about dates of adoption and 

           entry into force, and the' text itself, including the type of sanctions. 

           If not, which measures have been taken to include it in national law? 2/ 

Such offences are punishable as common law offences. In the context of the workplace, in Guyana by virtue of s. 8 of the Prevention of Discrimination Act 99:09, an act of sexual harassment against an employee constitutes unlawful discrimination based on sex. Further s. 25 and s. 26 of the Prevention of Discrimination Act provides that the penalty for such discrimination is a fine not exceeding $20,000 as well as the supplemental remedies of damages from the employer for any loss cause directly or indirectly as a result of the contravention as well as an order directing the employer to redress the contravention.

7.  Has sexual violence within marriage and common-law unions been defined as a specific crime? Please indicate whether: 

a) Rape within marriage and common-law unions has been criminalized. 

b) Other forms of sexual violence within marriage and common-law unions have been criminalized. 

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include this crime in national law? 

Yes. Rape within marriage including common law unions has been criminalized by the new Sexual Offences Act 2010 which provides at s. 37 that:

“Unless where specifically stated in this Act, a marital or other relationship, previous or existing, is not a defence to a charge of any offence under this Act.”

8.  Is there a provision in your legislation that explicitly bans the use of conciliation, mediation, or any other method that seeks an extrajudicial settlement to violence against women, girls, and female adolescents? 
- 
_ 

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, indicate whether substantive or procedural law or jurisprudence provides for .any of these methods and which steps have been taken for their repeal? 

No. There is no statutory provision which specifically bans the use of such alternative methods that seeks extra judicial settlement to violence against woman, girls and female adolescents. However, more than one High Court Judge, even one of the Chancellor’s of the Judiciary, publicly came out against any such settlements which attempt to by pass the justice system.

The new Alternative Dispute Resolution Bill tabled in the National Assembly in October 2010 does not provide for mediation etc in criminal cases.

9.  Are there any provisions that criminalize femicide?" In case not, are the elements of femicide considered as aggravating circumstances of homicide? 

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and 
entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include this in nationallaw?'2/ 

No. There are not any specific statutory provisions which criminalize femicide. To date there has been no known reported case in which the elements of femicide were considered as an aggravating circumstance of homicide. 

10.  Are there provisions in your national legislation that criminalize violence against women perpetrated by the State? In this regard, are there provisions in your legislation that: 

a) Punish sexual violence in armed conflicts? 

b) Punish violence such as torture, war crimes, and crimes against humanity
c) Punish violence against women committed in hospitals, educational 
establishments, prisons and other State institutions? 

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include these crimes in national law? 

No. There is no specific legislation that specifically criminalizes violence against women perpetrated by the state. However, under the human rights provisions of the 2003 revised Constitution torture is prohibited. Any afflicted person can apply directly to the court on a constitutional motion in relation to a violation of any of their rights and freedoms.

11. Are there any provisions to protect sexual and reproductive rights of women? 

a. Are there provisions that criminalize obstetric violence 

b. Punish public functionaries who prevent women, girls, and female adolescents from taking proper care of their sexual and reproductive health?
c. Are there any provisions decriminalizing abortion as a result of rape? 

d. Are there any provisions decriminalizing therapeutic abortion?

e. Are there any provisions to punish forced sterilization? 

f. Are there any provisions to punish artificial insemination without consent?

g. Are there any provisions that guarantee the free access of women to emergency contraceptives?

h. Are there any provisions that guarantee emergency prophylactic care and treatment of HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases especially in cases of sexual violence? 

i. How do you guarantee the exercise of these rights? 

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include these provisions in national law? 

No. There is no legislation which specifically addresses the protection of reproductive rights of women. However, the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act of 1996 
 de-criminalised medical terminations/abortions and provides for the right to choose and the procedures regarding such. The Medical Council as a result developed clinical requirements in regards to the provision of this service.

In relation to h. above, the public health services are required to provide emergency care and treatment for victims of sexual violence and to offer HIV/Aids and related sexually transmitted diseases testing and counseling for victims. The public health sector offers free clinical services, Anti-Retroviral Treatment and Mother to Child Prevention of Transmission of HIV/Aids.

12.  Are there national awareness campaigns to disseminate information on women's rights, specifically the Convention of Belem do Para? 

Yes. Guyana has had a long history of struggle for women’s rights with strong leadership and therefore there is constant and consistent awareness programmes at the level of sectoral Ministries, state agencies and civil society, and, more particularly, women’s organizations and community women’s groups.

II. NATIONAL PLANS 

13.  Is there a national Plan/Action/Strategy for the prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence against women? Does it address all forms of violence against women? Are evaluations conducted regarding its implementation and any problems in that regard? 

There is currently no national plan/ action/strategy; one is in the process of being developed. However there are two major national policy papers, one on strengthening protection against sexual violence called “STAMP IT OUT” 
and one on domestic violence. Both of these policy documents emerged after long and extensive consultations across the country and with civil society bodies, especially women’s organizations. 

The National Policy on Domestic Violence
 is part of the national strategy for the prevention, punishment and eradication of violence against women. The purpose of the Policy is to inform and guide the Government’s future interventions in activities and programmes towards the prevention of domestic violence and the provision of services to victims/ survivors. The Policy, and its implementation, encompasses all forms of violence against women. The Policy was launched in June 2008 and extends to 2013; an evaluation on the implementation of the policy is pending. 

a. The implementation of the Policy is executed by a Domestic Violence Policy Unit ( a special unit established in and by the Ministry of Human Services and Social Security) working in conjunction with a National Domestic Violence Oversight Committee. This body also helps to evaluate and monitor the implementation of the Policy. 

b. This policy has been disseminated to various stakeholders, including ministries, state agencies and non-governmental and faith-based organisations that work in the area of domestic violence; the policy document is also available online. In addition, a number of trainings and sensitization workshops have been conducted on the Policy nation-wide since its launch.

c. Towards the implementation of the Policy, through the National Domestic Violence Oversight Committee, the approach has been a multi-sectoral one. Members of the Oversight Committee comprise persons from a wide range of government and non-government organizations who have a stake in reducing and eradication domestic violence.

d. There are currently no penalties for failing to comply with national plans.   

14.  Is the topic of violence against women addressed in the following national plans/plans of action/strategies on: 

The Government of Guyana’s Poverty Reduction Strategy Programmes (2004-2008) and (2008-2013) target the poor and vulnerable which include women, children, elderly, indigenous peoples, and the differently-abled. The Government consciously and deliberately invests in education, health, water and housing including social safety nets totalling over 30% of its annual budget. It should be noted that 29 % of the households in Guyana are headed by women. These interventions also provide opportunities for women to leave violent situations and try to mange on their own.

In accordance with the National Policy on Domestic Violence and STAMP IT OUT policies, violence against women is addressed through the following:

a. Education – the Ministry of Education in collaboration with the Ministry of Human Services and Social Security is responsible for designing public awareness activities targeting students to sensitise them about the issues of violence and abuse, including domestic violence, gender and gender discrimination, promoting healthy relationships and non-violent behavior and values. The Policy also calls for the development of standardised curriculum on domestic and sexual violence for teachers. 

b. Employment, income and poverty eradication – One of the newest interventions in this area is the Women of Worth (WOW) project which is a single parent financial facility launched by President Bharrat Jagdeo on June 4, 2010. It is a jointly-managed programme with the Ministry of Human Services and Social Security and a locally- owned commercial bank. This initiative augments exiting programmes which assist and improve the living conditions of vulnerable females in society. It reflects government’s commitment towards bringing relief and support to single parents, particularly women, allowing them an opportunity to make a significant contribution to economic development. This follows on another programme, the Single Parent Assistance Programme, introduced in 2009 to help single parents access financial assistance for day care and skills training.  

c. Gender equity and equality – This is inherent and built into all the national plans/ actions and strategies which are developed and implemented. The constitution provides for equal pay for work of equal value between men and women and this is further enforced by the Prevention of Discrimination Act of 1997 and the Equal Rights Act No 19 of 1990.     

d. Health – The Ministry of Health has the responsibility to ensure that all heath services are resourced to provide the appropriate interventions for victims of domestic violence who access their services. A standard curriculum on domestic violence intervention is also being developed for health workers and all nursing schools (both private and public facilities). The health sector is also responsible for the collection of data on all cases of domestic violence attended to by said sector. 

e. Capacity building of rural and hinterland communities – The Ministry of Amerindian Affairs in conjunction with the Ministry of Human Services and Social Security, together with indigenous communities, the National Toushaos Council (representing the 134 Amerindian villages), and, Amerindian non-governmental organizations, are asked to formulate plans/ strategies and activities to best address the issue of domestic violence in rural and hinterland communities. Community-based education on domestic violence is supported and encouraged, and the Ministry of Amerindian Affairs works with the Amerindian communities to recommend to the government the appropriate support services and response to implementation.

f. Public security/crime prevention- The Ministry of Home Affairs’ portfolio includes civilian law enforcement through the Guyana Police Force. Several interventions have been introduced in the Police Force to address the issue of domestic violence, including special training, the creation of domestic violence units at various regional police headquarters and better inter-agency coordination between the Police, the Ministries of Home Affairs, Human Services and Social Security, Health and Education.  

g. Media-The state broadcast and private media also have a responsibility to educate the public about domestic violence, where to access services, etc and to report the cases accurately. 

h. Faith based organizations- a new initiative between the Guyanese FBOs in New York with the Guyanese FBOs in Guyana in partnership with the Government, in particular the Ministry of Human Services and Social Security, to prevent and reduce domestic violence, will commence in October 2010 with a training programme which will train 600 religious leaders and workers from the 3 official religions ( Christian , Hindu and Islam) from across seven (7)  of the ten (10) regional administrations of the country. 

15.  Are there plans to offer training (not isolated or sporadic training sessions) to the following on the topic of violence against women, women's rights, in the framework of the Convention of Belem do Para: 

Ongoing training is being conducted across the ten administrative regions on domestic violence and sexual offences addressing the social and legal aspects of these issues. Participants of these workshops/trainings include: lawmakers, justice system personnel (magistrates court staff), educators, police, women’s social and community-based organisations, police prosecutors, social and probation workers, faith- based organisations, community leaders and advocates.  

The training consists of sessions on the new Sexual Offences Act and the Domestic Violence Act, the National Policy on Domestic Violence, the Sexual and Domestic Violence Protocols developed and on general sensitisation of domestic violence. In some cases the training concludes with participants making and agreeing on community action plans to reducing domestic violence. 

16.  Does the State promote the participation of civil society in: 

a) Design of the Plan/Action/Strategy? 

b) Monitoring and Evaluation of the Plan/Action/Strategy? 

c) Execution of conjoint projects or collaboration in activities? Please specify 
. 

d) Others? Please specify

Participation between the state and civil society is promoted in:

a. Design of the Plan/Action/Strategy: For the development of the National Policy on Domestic Violence, the Policy has been informed by the recommendations drawn from the following sources:

· National Women’s Conversation convened by the Ethnic Relations Commission in August, 2006

· Participants at a forum to discuss Domestic Violence convened by the Ministry of Human Services and Social Security in November 2006.

b. Monitoring and Evaluation of the Plan/Action/ Strategy: A National Domestic Violence Oversight Committee was established to give general oversight to the implementation of the National Domestic Violence Policy

c. Execution of conjoint projects or collaboration in activities: The Ministry of Human Service and Social Security partners with various NGOs to advertise and sensitize the public on services for victims and survivors of abuse; also the Government in partnership with an NGO supports and maintains a shelter for battered women and children. 

17.  Are there cooperation agreements with the media and publicity agencies to promote women rights and disseminate the contents of the Convention of Belem do Para?

There are currently no such agreements.

III. ACCESS TO JUSTICE 

18.  Has there been an increase in the number of entities in charge of receiving complaints of violence against women? If so, identify the type of institution, on which date it occurred, how many were added and where they are located? If not, indicate why that number did not increase and the measures taken in that regard. 
Yes. There have been; these include the Guyana Police Force, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of  Human Services and Social Security, the Guyana Help and Shelter ( an NGO), the Guyana Human Rights Association( an NGO).
19.  Are there any administrative provision or others that ease access to justice for women and guarantee due process, such as: 

a) Specialized officers? 

b) Private spaces? 

c) Free legal services? 

d) Interpreters in indigenous languages? 

e) Guidelines on confidentiality and data protection of the victim, her family and/or witnesses? 

f) Others? Please specify 
. 

Please also explain what measures are taken so that rural, indigenous and afro- descendent women can access to justice. 

a) Yes. The Ministry of Human Services and Social Security and the Guyana Police Force. 

c) Yes. The Guyana Legal Aid Clinic has expanded their services to 4 other Administrative Regions of the country.

d) This is not required as English is the working language.

20.  Which of the following mechanisms are in place for ensuring the effectiveness of measures to protect women, their relatives, and/or witnesses in cases of violence? 

a) Funds for transportation? 

b) Mechanisms for rescuing women? 

c) Change of identity? 

d) Witness protection? 

e) Clearance for leaving the country? 

f) Secure networks for reference? 

g) Others? Please specify……. 
a) Where the victims need financial assistance and counseling these are provided by the Ministry of Human Services and Social Security.

b) The Domestic Violence Act and the courts allow for rescuing victims.

c and d) there is no witness protection laws but when necessary the Ministry of Human Services and Social Security and the Guyana Police Force have been able to provide them with a safe haven leading up to and during the hearing of the matter.  

21.  Are there assessments and studies on how much time it actually takes to provide protection orders after a complaint is reported? Are there statistics on how many and what type of protection orders were granted last year to women victims of violence as compared to the total number of protection orders requested? 

There is no study of how much time it takes to obtain a protection order once a complaint is filed.
22.  Are there any protocols of care for women, girls, and female adolescents who are victims of violence, in the official language and in indigenous languages, for use by: 

a) The police and the staff of entities that receive complaints? 

b) Prosecutors' offices? 

c) Health system personnel? 

d)  Others? Please specify…………………………….. 

If such a protocol exists, kindly attach a copy. If not, or if only an official language version exists, explain the measures taken to draft one and/or translate it.. 

Not available.
23.  Do judges and prosecutors use the Convention of Belem do Para and international human rights treaties in their judgments and rulings? Has a study or an assessment been made of the use of these instruments in the work of judges and prosecutors? If such a study exists, please outline its main conclusions and/or the relevant judgments. 

Judges and prosecutors would hardly have reason to refer to the Convention of Belem do Para for a number of reasons. Judges do not hear Domestic Violence matters, this is a Magistrate Court matter and Magistrates would hardly refer to the convention. There is no need to refer to the Convention specifically once its tenets and intent are carried out. The Domestic Violence Act in effect carries out the purport and intent of Belem do Para.  

Although the Convention is part of the Constitution of Guyana, once its terms are complied with in the Domestic Violence Law, it is implemented through this mechanism, even if no reference is made to it. 

Lawyers do not refer to international human rights conventions. If lawyers do not argue a matter of law, while a court can request arguments on it if it is relevant, a court should not go off on its own and include references of decisions based on law that has not been referred to in the pleadings or submissions of counsel.

There would not be a routine reference to Belem do Para or other international conventions unless it is relevant to the case at hand because of the nature of the cases and the fact that the constitution and many statutes have already enshrined in it a number of the principles and provisions contained in those human rights conventions.

24. Are there studies or assessments on judges and prosecutors?
a) The influence of stereotypes, prejudices, myths and customs in the prosecution of cases of violence against women; and how these affect the trial and/or the sentencing? 

b) If judges and other judiciary officers take into account or use negatively the personal history of the victim or her previous sexual experience in delivering the sentence? 

If such a study exists, please outline its main conclusions and/or the relevant judgments. 

No study has been done on the judgments of the courts. The new Sexual Offences Act does not allow reference to the victims past personal history unless the court rules in the public interest. 

IV. 
SPECIALIZED SERVICES 

25.  Has the number of government (not civil society) shelters and integrated support centers for women victims of violence and their children increased over the past four years? If so, please indicate how many have been added and where they are located. 
If not, what measures have been taken to increase their number and when are the new shelters and support centers expected to begin to operate? 

There has been no increase in shelters; there is still one shelter for women victims of violence and their children. However, an additional support centre has been established which is centrally located.
26.  Over the past four years has the coverage of free specialized services provided by the government (not civil society) expanded and/or been enhanced, for example: 

a) Free pre-trial legal counsel? 

b) Free legal counsel during trials? 

c) Free 24-hour national telephone hotlines? 

d) Health care programs, including Sexual health programs and services for legal interruption of pregnancy? 

e) Psychological counseling, therapy, support and self-help groups? 

f) Other? Please specify 
……………………………………..

If they have increased and/or enhanced, please explain how. If not, explain why and the measures taken to ensure such an increase and/or enhance." 

Over the past four years the coverage for free specialised services provided by the government was expanded and enhanced. Psychological counselling and support groups have been established for Domestic Violence. In addition, there is a free 24 hour national telephone hotline that receives domestic violence complaints.

 

Legal Aid services have been expanded to four other regions of the country while Probation & Social Services Units of the Ministry of Human Services and Social Security were also expanded to the hinterland communities. These services would allow for the indigenous people to more readily access the specialised services offered.

27.  Are there information campaigns for the promotion of these services among women? 

Yes, there are country wide information campaigns for the promotion of the services among women.

28.  Have existing services mentioned in questions 25 and 26, as well as client satisfaction been evaluated? If so, describe the results of those evaluations and the measures taken by the State to comply with the recommendations and improve services. If not, describe the measures being taken to conduct an evaluation this year.- 

No evaluation was done.

V. 
BUDGET 

29.  In the past four years, what percentage of the national budget has been allocated to programs to combat violence against women (not only family or domestic violence)? Please specify if the source of such allocations are public funds, private funding or international cooperation. 

The allocations in the national budget allocated to combat violence against women are distributed in various programmes in several sectoral Ministries and state agencies such as the Ministry of Human Services and Social Security, the Ministry of Home Affairs, the Ministries of Health and Education, the Guyana Police Force, as well as in subventions to non-governmental organizations who work in partnership with these agencies such as Help and Shelter, the Guyana Legal Aid Clinic, Men Empowerment Network, Faith based organizations against violence, to name a few. At this time we are unable to quantify these amounts due to this factor. In addition, a significant percentage of the funds under various programmes under the Government of Guyana international cooperation agreements with USAID, IDB, UNICEF, PAHO, and UNDP has been allocated to programmes to combat violence against women.

30.  In the past four years, what percentage of the annual national budget has been allocated to: 

a) Women's police stations, prosecutors or other entities that receive 
complaints? 

b) Training of functionaries? 

c) Specialized services: women's shelters, free help hotlines, free legal advisory services, free legal counsel, and free psychological counseling? 

d) Campaigns to prevent violence against women? 

e) Health services for women affected by violence nationwide? 

f) Other? Please specify ………………………………….

We are unable at this stage to provide such data.

VI. 
INFORMATION AND STATISTICS 

31.  In the past four years, has the State conducted studies and researches on violence against women and/or implementation of the Convention of Belem do Para in your country? If so, present the main conclusions of those studies and indicate whether any type of follow up has taken place at the national level. If not, which measures have been taken to conduct them? 

Yes the state commissioned a study titled “The Response to Domestic Violence in Guyana” which was submitted to the National Task Force on Domestic Violence in January 2007. One of its recommendations called for the appointment of the constitutional Women and Gender Equality Commission which is responsible for the oversight of the Guyana’s compliance with its treaty obligations of this Convention and the UN Convention for the Elimination of Violence Against Women. This Commission was established in August 2009 resulting from a parliamentary consensual mechanism as defined in the Guyana Constitution. The state provides the budgetary allocations for the staffing, facilities and operation of this Commission and 4 other constitutional Human Rights Commissions.

32.  In the past four years, which activities have taken place to promote and support research on violence against women, in coordination with civil society organizations and with academic institutions in your country? 

There are presently two research projects being undertaken by the Ministry of Human Services and Social Security; one relating to the incidents and drivers of gender- based violence and the other relating to the policing and prosecution of sexual offences. 

33.  In the past four years, have surveys been periodically conducted on: 

a) Violence against women? 

b) Women's understanding of their rights? 

c) Women's familiarity with the public services available, in the event that they are victims of violence? 

d) Other? Please specify………………… 

If such surveys have been conducted, indicate whether the survey interviewers were given prior training on the topic and the methodology used, and report on the survey results. If not, report on measures taken to conduct such a survey.

No surveys have been carried out.

34.  Have publicly accessible records been kept of the number and characteristics of reports or cases of violence against women (not only family, intra-family, or domestic violence) by: 

a) The police and other entities that receive complaints? 

b) The courts and prosecutors' offices? 

c) Health care services? 

d) Other? Please specify……………………………………... 
If these records are kept, report on the number of complaints received each year and on any other data collected on the victim, disaggregated by age, geographical location, ethnicity, marital status, educational level, occupation and relationship to the aggressor. If not, report on the measures taken to establish these records.
The Ministry of Labour, Human Services and Social Security has received the following complaints for the following year 2006-2008:
Year


No of complaints received

2006 583

2007 658

2008 862

2009 996

The Guyana Police Force established a crime management information system (observatory) in 2006 and data is now produced from 2007 on the number of reports made, charges brought by each Police division on an annual basis. 

35.  Is any information from the past four years available on: 

a) The number of women victims of violence each year by age, marital status, type of violence, and geographic location? 

b) The number of cases of violence against women that were prosecuted as compared to the total number of complaints of violence against women? 

c) The number of convictions for violence against women as compared to the total number of complaints? 

d) The number of women victims of femicide/" each year by age, marital status, and geographical location? 

e) The number of convictions for femicide as compared to the total number of cases recorded? 
f) Other? Please specify.

If such information is available, kindly provide figures. If not, explain the measures taken to obtain such figures in the future. 
Yes. Please refer to Tables 1 and 11 for some examples of the records kept by the Ministry of Human Services and Social Security for the years 2007 and 2009 providing such details. (age, geographical location, marital status
 , ethnicity, relationship with the aggressor)

36.  Is there any mechanism or body for coordination between the institutions for women/ gender and the public entities that draw up and compile national statistics, to improve the compilation of data on violence against women? If such a mechanism or body exists, please explain which one, its purpose and functions. 

The National Resource and Documentation Centre for Gender and Development which is a unit in the Ministry of Labour, Human Services and Social Security works collaboratively with the Women's Affairs Bureau and the Guyana Women's Leadership Institute.  The primary objective of the Centre is to provide critical information support for training, gender sensitization, programme planning, policy formulation, decision making and stimulation and promotion of research, all of which are required to underpin the concept of gender equality and to support measures aimed at building the capacity of women and improving their status in society.

In the process the Centre has accepted responsibility for effectively monitoring the situation of women generally and the progress they have made in society, through the collection of a range of statistics from Governmental and Non-Governmental Organisations in order to facilitate an analysis of domestic violence while reinforcing as far as possible, the need to maintain and expand such activities. The importance in some instances of disaggregating their data by gender has been stressed.

In dealing with domestic violence, it was necessary to identify a few relevant, but non mainstream resources in order to broaden the coverage of information collected.
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Appendix I: Domestic Violence Act 1996
http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2010/CIM02920T-1.pdf 

Appendix II: The Sexual Offences Act 2010
http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2010/CIM02920T-2.pdf
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Appendix III: Prevention of Crimes (Amendment) Act 2008
http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2010/CIM02920T-3.pdf
Appendix IV: Evidence (Amendment) Act 2008
http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2010/CIM02920T-4.pdf
Appendix V: Combating of Trafficking in Persons Act 2005
http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2010/CIM02920T-5.pdf
Appendix VI: Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act 1996
http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2010/CIM02920T-6.pdf
Appendix VII: Consultation Paper – Stamp it out

http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2010/CIM02920T-7.pdf
Appendix VIII: National Policy on Domestic Violence
http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2010/CIM02920T-8.pdf
Table 1: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CASES - 2007

	AGE
	GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION
	ETHNICITY
	MARITAL STATUS
	RELATIONSHIP TO AGGRESSOR

	35
	Kuru Kuru
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	38
	Sophia
	
	
	

	30
	Cornelia Ida, WCD
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	34
	Lamaha Street G/Town
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	36
	Sophia
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	55
	Yarrow Kabra
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	34
	Campbellville
	
	Single
	

	49
	Sophia
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	28
	M/Zorg, WCD
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	37
	Montrose, ECD
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	36
	Sophia
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	41
	Non Pariel, ECD
	
	Single 
	

	17
	Plaisance
	
	Single 
	

	32
	Sophia 
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	21
	Ruimveldt
	
	Single 
	

	35
	Sophia
	
	Single 
	

	40
	Houston, EBD
	
	Single 
	

	30
	Grove 
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	38
	North Ruimveldt
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	22
	Chateau Margot
	
	Single 
	

	28
	North Ruimveldt
	
	Single 
	

	53
	Linden 
	
	Single 
	

	32
	Canal #1
	
	Single 
	

	38
	Annandale, ECD
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	29
	Itaballi, Mazaruni
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	28
	Diamond, EBD
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	40
	Campbellville
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	34
	Diamond, EBD
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	35
	Vergeneogen, EBE
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	45
	South Sophia
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	40
	Hope, ECD
	
	Common law
	Reputed Wife

	48
	Good Hope, ECD
	
	Single 
	Ex-Wife

	42
	South Sophia
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	22
	Herstelling
	
	Single 
	Child father

	36
	Kitty, Georgetown
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	20
	Friendship, EBD
	
	single
	Child-Father

	46
	Campbellville, Georgetown 
	
	Common law
	Reputed Wife

	55
	Craig, EBD
	
	Single 
	Child -Father

	38
	Charlotte Street, Georgetown
	
	Single 
	Child-Father

	44
	Stanleytown, WBD
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	65
	Prarfate Harmoni, WBD
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	31
	South Sophia
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	46
	Diamond, EBD
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	53
	North Sophia
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	36
	Alexander Village, EBD
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	48
	Liliendall
	
	Common law
	Reputed Wife

	24
	Crane, WCD
	
	Married 
	Spouse 

	38
	Chateau Margot, ECD
	
	Married 
	Spouse 

	30
	East Coast Demerara
	East Indian
	Common law
	Child-Father

	36
	Albouystown
	African
	Visiting Relationship
	Children-Father

	25
	Alberttown


	African
	Common law
	Child-mother


            Table 11: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CASES  -  2009

	AGE
	GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION
	ETHNICITY
	MARITAL STATUS
	RELATIONSHIP TO AGGRESSOR

	42
	West Bank Demerara
	African 
	Common law
	Children-Mother

	28
	Sohpia
	African
	Common law
	Children-Father

	40
	West Coast Demerara
	East Indian
	Married 
	Husband 

	35
	West Coast Demerara
	African 
	Common law
	Child-Father

	22
	West Ruimveldt
	East Indian
	Common law
	Child-Father

	25
	West Ruimveldt
	African 
	Common law
	Children-Father

	45
	Albouystown
	African 
	Common law
	Children-Father

	51
	Sophia 
	African 
	Common law
	Children-Father

	45
	Sophia 
	African 
	Common law
	Children-Father

	26
	East Bank
	East Indian 
	Married 
	Wife 

	21
	Sophia
	African 
	Common law
	Child-Mother

	35
	East Bank Demerara
	African 
	Married 
	Legally Married

	28
	Sophia 
	East Indian 
	Married 
	Legally Married

	35
	East Bank 
	East Indian
	Common law
	Children-mother

	40
	East Coast Demerara
	African 
	Common law
	Children-mother

	24
	East Ruimveldt
	African 
	Common law
	Children-mother

	45
	North Ruimveldt
	African 
	Married 
	Legally married

	39
	Sophia 
	African 
	Common law
	Children-mother

	41
	Sohpia 
	African 
	Common law
	Children-mother

	28
	Sophia 
	African 
	Common law
	Children-mother

	45
	East Bank Demerara
	African 
	Common law
	Children- mother

	22
	East Coast Demerara
	African 
	Common law
	Children-mother

	46
	Kitty
	African 
	Common law
	Children-mother

	55
	East Bank Demerara
	African 
	Common law
	Children-mother

	35
	East LaPenitence
	African 
	Common law
	Child Father

	43
	East Bank Demerara
	African 
	Married 
	Legally married

	
	East LaPenitence
	African 
	Married 
	Legally married

	25
	Kitty
	East Indian
	Common law
	Children 

	26
	South Sophia
	African 
	Common law
	Children-father

	40
	Sophia 
	African 
	Common law
	Child-father

	42
	Sophia 
	African 
	Common law
	Children-father

	28
	Sophia 
	East Indian
	Common law
	Children-father

	35
	Queenstown, Georgetown
	East Indian
	Common law
	Children-father

	45
	East Coast Demerara
	East Indian
	Common law
	Children-father

	35
	East Coast Demerara
	East Indian
	Married 
	Wife 

	51
	East Coast Demerara
	East Indian
	Married 
	Wife 

	45
	East Coast Demerara
	East Indian
	Common law
	Children-father

	37
	20 Sheriff St, Campbellville
	East Indian
	Legally Married
	Wife 

	43
	94 South Sophia A Field 3
	East Indian
	Common law
	Reputed wife

	41
	141 Bagotville, WBD
	African 
	Legally Married
	Wife 

	42
	67 Samaroo Dam, Pouderoyen
	East Indian
	Legally Married
	Wife 

	34
	66 Cross St. Alexander Village
	East Indian
	Legally Married
	Wife 

	20
	339 Dazzell H/S
	African 
	Legally Married
	Wife 

	23
	Lot 1 North Sophia
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	43
	2987 North Ruimveldt
	African 
	Common law
	Reputed wife

	43
	104 Meadow Brook Gardens
	African 
	Single 
	Aunt 

	30
	66 Oronoque B/V, ECD
	East Indian
	Legally Married
	Wife 

	29
	231 Golden Grove New Scheme
	East Indian
	Common law
	Reputed wife

	38
	30 Queen St., Kitty
	African 
	Common law
	Reputed wife

	40
	33 Diamond Junior Staff
	East Indian
	Common law
	Reputed wife

	30
	Timehri-Fire Station Area
	Mixed 
	Common law
	Reputed wife

	33
	118 Crown St. Queenstown
	Amerindian 
	Common law
	Reputed wife

	28
	
	African 
	Common law
	Reputed wife

	33
	Garden of Eden, EBD
	Amerindian 
	Common law
	Reputed wife

	26
	115 Pine Apple St. East Ruimveldt
	African 
	Single 
	Fiancé 

	38
	12 Herstelling EBD
	African 
	Single 
	Children

	44
	167 Old Road Land of Canaan
	Amerindian 
	Legally married
	Wife 

	49
	272 BB Eccles EBD
	East Indian
	Legally married
	Wife 

	53
	Parika Police Station
	African 
	Legally married
	Wife 

	21
	Ice House Road Timehri
	African 
	Legally married
	Wife

	30
	Michelle Henry
	Mixed 
	Legally married
	Wife 

	32
	33 Diamond Sea Dam
	East Indian
	Common law
	Reputed wife

	38
	3936 West Minister
	East Indian
	Common law
	Reputed husband

	23
	521 10th Street, Paradise
	African 
	Common law
	Reputed wife

	34
	Cummings Lodge, ECD
	
	Common law
	Reputed Husband

	46
	594 Kaneville, EBD
	East Indian
	Common law
	Reputed wife

	38
	114 Diamond New Scheme
	East Indian
	Common law
	Reputed wife

	51
	22 Calendar St. Albouystown
	East Indian
	Brother 
	

	33
	847 Kaneville Grove, EBD
	
	Legally married
	Wife 

	35
	78 Better Hope ECD
	East Indian
	Legally married
	Wife 

	63
	56 Section B Nabaclis
	African 
	Single 
	Children father

	35
	43 Mocha EBD
	
	Common law
	Reputed wife and children 

	28
	D Field Sophia
	
	Common law
	Reputed wife

	22
	Campbellville 
	African 
	Common law
	Reputed husband

	59
	133 Kato St Agricola
	African 
	Single 
	Mother 

	37
	1049 Diamond EBD
	African 
	Single 
	Children mother

	39
	Lot 1 Windsor Forest
	East Indian
	Legally married
	Wife 

	44
	142 Area Lusignan
	East Indian
	
	Wife 

	41
	1065 Kaneville Grove
	
	Common law
	Reputed wife and children

	23
	281 Grove Squatting
	East Indian
	Common law
	Reputed wife

	29
	61 Remus St. Agricola
	African 
	Common law
	Reputed wife

	24
	26 Norton St. Newburg
	Mix 
	Single 
	Child father

	43
	519 Mocha H/Scheme
	African 
	Common law
	Mother and Stepfather

	44
	764 Glasgow Housing Scheme
	
	Legally married
	Wife 

	28
	71 Craig St. Campbellville
	
	Legally married
	Wife 

	27
	772 D Field Sophia
	
	Legally married
	Wife 

	32
	160 2nd St. Grove H/S
	East Indian
	Legally married
	Wife 

	31 
	549 B Field South Turkeyen
	
	Single 
	Child father

	32
	Lot 56 Supply Mahaica
	
	Married 
	Sister and sister-in-law

	21
	
	African 
	Single 
	Visiting Relationship
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�  An electronic copy of the Domestic Violence Act 1996 has been attached for easy reference.


�  An electronic copy of the Sexual Offences Act No. 7 of 2010 enacted on May 24, 2010 is attached 


� An electronic copy of the Prevention of Crimes (Amendment) Act is attached for easy reference.


�  An electronic copy of the Evidence (Amendment) Act of 2008 is attached for easy reference.


�  An electronic copy of the Combating Trafficking in Persons Act 2005 is attached for easy reference.


� An electronic copy of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act 1996 is attached for easy reference.


� An electronic copy of “STAMP IT OUT” is attached.


� An electronic copy of the National Policy on Domestic Violence is attached.


� Please refer to Guyana’s submission to the UN Human Rights Council Universal Periodic Review, March 2010 posted on the UN UPR website.


�  Guyana recognizes common law unions; note that the term “child father” refers to the biological father who may not be married to the mother.
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