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SAINT LUCIA
RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE
RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE FOR EVALUATING IMPLEMENTATION

OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION, PUNISHMENT,
AND ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN,
“CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ”


I.
LAWS. REGULATIONS IN FORCE. NATIONAL PLANS
1.
Are there criminal, civil and administrative provisions in your domestic laws for the prevention, punishment and eradication of violence against women?
Yes. The Domestic Violence Summary Proceedings Act 1994 and the Equality of Opportunity and Treatment in Employment and Occupation Act 2000.  The Domestic Violence Act provides specific orders for preventing domestic violence and the protection of victims. In a review of the Criminal Code (2004), laws were included to address marital rape, and to allow for the termination of pregnancy in cases of rape and incest.

The Equality of Opportunity and Treatment in Employment and Occupation Act address discrimination in employment and sexual harassment.  It seeks to ensure that employers and those in authority do not discriminate against employees because of: religion, sex, marital status, age, colour, ethnic origin, race, disability, family responsibility, political opinion and pregnancy.

1.1. Have laws and regulations been amended or abolished in order to modify juridical and customary-law practices that help to perpetuate or tolerate violence against women?

The Family Court which deals specifically with issues related to women, families, children and juveniles was established in 1997, to provide a safe and non-threatening environment away from the general public court which deals with all other criminal matters.  Another special feature of the Family Court is that it provides social support such as mediation and counseling for clients.

In 1992 changes were made to allow for ‘hearings in camera’ for offences such as rape and other sexual crimes.  The public is excluded during hearings at any proceedings in relation to these crimes, allowing the victims to go through the trial without her identity made public.

1.2.
Were standards of this type adopted by your government after the ratification of the Convention of Belém do Pará?  
If such standards have been adopted: 

a. Are there established penalties for assailants who harass, threaten, or endanger the lives of women, jeopardize their integrity, or harm their property? If so, what are they?

Yes.  The penalty for breaching the Protection Order under the Domestic Violence Act is a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars ($5,000), or imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months, or to both.

Under the Criminal Code a person who commits the offence of stalking is liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for five years or on summary conviction to imprisonment for one year.  Also a person who threatens any other person with harm, with intent to put that person in fear…, is liable on summary conviction to imprisonment for one year.

b. Are there penalties for transnational forms of violence against women, including trafficking in women and children and forced prostitution? If so, what are they?

There are no laws specific to trafficking in persons or forced prostitution.  However, there are offences related to procuring or aiding and abetting prostitution. The penalties for such offences range form imprisonment for five to fifteen years.

c. Does the criminal code punish marital sexual violence? 

Marital sexual violence is punishable under the Criminal Code.

d. Do the standards in force provide for compensation for women who are victims of violence?

No.

e. Are there penalties for public officials who fail to enforce laws against violence? If so, what are they?

No. 

f. Are there any legal provisions on compulsory assistance and re-education for violent men? 

Compulsory counseling is often ordered by the Family Court for perpetrators of domestic violence.  There is a fine for persons failing to comply.

g. Is there any legal or administrative provision that makes a permanent training on gender issues for public officials compulsory?  

No.

2. Has a national strategy or plan of action been adopted on prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence against women?

There is a national strategy for the prevention punishment and eradication of violence against women.  The major components of this strategy include:

· Education and training

· Public awareness

· Provision of services for victims and perpetrators

· Improved data collection

2.1. Which agency is in charge of the design of that national strategy or plan of action?

The Department of Gender Relations in collaboration with allied agencies developed the National Strategy.
2.2. Which agency is in charge of implementing that national strategy or plan of action?

Are there integrated inter-sectoral strategies? If so, which agencies take part in them?

The Department of Gender Relations is responsible for taking the lead in implementing the strategy.

2.3. Have the plan of action or strategies carried out been evaluated? 

If so, what have been the results to date?

If no evaluation has been performed, is one planned? If so, in what time frame?

No formal evaluation of the strategy has taken place however; there is need for one to take place.  A formal evaluation of the strategy should get underway by year-end.

2.4. Is a periodic review foreseen for the plan of action or strategy, based on evaluations of the results of its implementation?

There have not been any periodic reviews.  It is envisaged that this could be built into the strategic plan as a monitoring mechanism.

2.5.
How are strategies linked at the provincial and municipal level?

Because of our small size (238 sq. miles) it is relatively easy to conduct programmes on a national scale, especially through effective use of the media.

3.
Has a national mechanism been set up to follow up on implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará?

If so, which agency is in charge of its follow-up at the national level?  

There is not any specific mechanism set up to follow up on the implementation of the convention of Belém do Pará; however the mandate of the Department of Gender Relations, which includes among other things the improvement of the condition of women, gives the Division the responsibility of monitoring the implementation of the Convention.
4.
Are legislators, advisers, and other parliamentary staff provided with information on gender issues, in particular as regards violence? How has that information been provided?

Legislator’s advisors and other Parliamentary personnel are provided with information on gender issues, especially with regard to gender-based violence.

4.1. Have training seminars on violence against women been held for this target group?

The Department of Gender Relations has held training seminars for (1) members of the Judiciary and (2) Human Resource Managers of the Public and Private sectors to sensitize them on the dynamics of violence against women in order to enhance their understanding of the phenomenon and to improve their response to it.

4.2. Have visits to legislatures by experts on violence against women been arranged?

In small communities such as our, such visits are not necessary.  Experts on violence against women have relatively easy access to legislators, advisors and other policy makers and liaise with them on an ongoing basis.

4.3. Has information on violence against women been distributed to national, provincial and local lawmaking bodies?

Information on violence against women has been distributed widely through out the length and breadth of the island; brochures, posters and leaflets and other printed material are distributed regularly. Public Service announcements are made via the mass media particularly television and radio.  In some cases, media conference has been held to apprise them of what is taking place. 

4.4.
Other methods (please describe them)?

5.
Are there parliamentary committees specifically concerned with gender issues? If so:

There are no parliamentary committees specifically concerned with gender issues.

5.1. How do they function in the framework of national legislatures?

5.2.
How do they function in the framework of provincial legislatures?

II.
ACCESS TO JUSTICE 
1.
Is there a prompt, regulated proceeding to protect women who are victims of violence and to punish assailants?

There is in place a fairly well regulated procedure to deal with cases of violence against women.

1.1. With which authority should complaints be filed? 

Complaints of violence against women can be filed with:

· The police

· St Lucia Crisis Centre

· The Family Court

· The Women’s Support Centre

1.2. Are the offices responsible adequate for the caseload, both in terms of geographic coverage and the incidence of violence recorded in that area? 

The offices responsible all indicate that increase in staff would be beneficial.  They however manage the caseload quite adequately.

1.3. Are there police stations another specialized services focuses on women’s issues, that have protocols on victim’s assistance in their languages?  

In St Lucia English and the Creole dialect is spoken and understood by everyone.

1.4. On average, what is the time lag between the receipt of a complaint and the adoption of special measures to protect the physical and psychological integrity and property of women who are victims of violence? 

This varies according to the nature of the incident and the actual persons involved. Example, in a case of domestic violence it may take as little as one hour to get the victim to safety at the shelter in another case the court may have to meet to issue various orders which may take a few days.

1.5. Are there measures to ensure the safety of women who are victims of violence, their families, and witnesses? If so, what are they?

There is a very comfortable shelter for female victims of domestic violence and their children who are fleeing from life threatening situations.  There are however no definite measures in place to protect victims and witness of other types of violence against women such as rape and incest etc.

1.6. Do women who are victims of violence have access to pro bono legal assistance? 

At present these is no system of legal aid or pro bono assistance; plans are afoot however to open a legal aid clinic in the near future.

1.7. Is the creation encouraged of groups of professionals to provide assistance to women who are victims of violence in order to pursue the relevant procedures designed to protect women and punish assailants? 

There are no such groups in existence.  Any such group formed will be encouraged.

1.8.
Are there models of intervention for women’s assailants?   

The Duluth model is generally used. The Family Court has a programme which is mandatory for perpetrators who come before them.

2.
Do officials in charge of processing complaints of violence receive gender perspective training on the prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence?
To some extent, they do.  The curriculum of the Police Training School includes a module on Domestic Violence.  This module is prepared and updated by the Department of Gender Relations and it adequately addresses issues of gender sensitization and violence against women.

If so:

2.1. Is there supervision of officials that handle and implement proceedings on violence against women?

Such supervision occurs within the regular departmental structure.

2.2. Are they informed of the penalties to which they could be liable for inaction or misconduct in connection with proceedings on violence against women?

They are informed of the penalties for dereliction of duties, but not specifically with regard to violence against women.  All neglect of duty is viewed seriously.

2.3.
Do the officials that handle and implement proceedings on violence receive training on gender perspective and on prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence?

See response at # 2

3. Is there a system of support designed to serve the immediate needs of victims of violence?

There is some support services designed to serve the immediate needs of victims of violence.

If so:

3.1. Are there free emergency hotlines to provide advice to women who are victims of violence?  Are such hotlines available all over the country? 

There is a hotline which is manned by the Women’s Support Centre.  Calls to the hotline can be made from anywhere on the island.  All calls to the hotline are free.

3.2. Are there shelters to care for women violence victims and their children? If so, are they of a public or private nature, or both?

There is a shelter to care for women who are victims of domestic violence and their children.  The shelter is owned and operated by government under the auspices of the Department of Gender Relations.  The intention however is to form a not-for-profit company which will manage the affairs of the shelter.  Government will continue to give an annual subvention.

3.3. Is the geographic distribution of shelters appropriate bearing in mind the number of complaints of violence received? 

There is only on shelter on the island, but given our small size (238 sq. miles, population of 160,000) the service is fairly adequate, given our limited resources.

3.4. Is the creation of self-help groups for women who are victims of violence encouraged? 

Not to any great extent.  Clients who have been in shelter are encouraged to be part of a support group for each other.

3.5. What type of free family guidance counseling services are available in the country? 

Free counseling and guidance for families are provided through the Family Court.  Free counseling is also provided to clients by the Women’s Support Centre as well as the Division of Human Services.

3.6. What type of rehabilitation programs are implemented for women violence victims? 

Clients of the Women’s Support Centre are made to develop a protection plan for themselves and their children. They are also assisted in finding employment and affordable housing when necessary.

3.7. Mention any other support systems in place.

There is some limited support available from the ST Lucia Crisis Centre.

3.8. Are there any social programs that provide appropriate services to assist the basic needs of women victims of violence?

No such social programme are available.

4.
Is there a mechanism for control, evaluation, and follow-up on rehabilitation processes for women violence victims?

The Women’s Support Centre follow-up on the rehabilitation processes for women in violence victims, however this is limited to women who were clients of the shelter. 

5.
Are there schedules with set objectives to be met in the area of prevention, punishment, and eradication of femicide?

There are no known schedules with set objectives to be met in the area of prevention punishment and eradication of femicide.

III.
NATIONAL BUDGET
1. Are there appropriations in the national and local budgets to finance anti-violence measures?

Yes
No

Yes. There are appropriations in the national budget to finance general anti violence measures but not specifically violence against women.

If the answer is yes, is there information available as to:

1.1. Appropriations in the national budget to strengthen the agency in charge or the national strategy on violence against women and to develop the national plan on violence against women. Please indicate amount and percentage. 


Appropriated resources are for the overall operations of the Division. 

1.2.
Percentage of the Gross Domestic Product allocated to prevention, punishment and eradication of violence against women. 


Information not available.

1.3. Annual investment in dollars allocated to women’s police stations and/or police protection for women violence victims, their families, and witnesses? (Divide that amount by the number of persons protected to determine the amount per capita.)

Information not available.

1.4. The estimated amount of investment in dollars allocated to emergency hotlines? (Divide that amount by the number of calls received to determine the amount per call.)

Information not available.
1.5. The estimated amount of investment in dollars allocated to shelters? (Divide that amount by the number of people in shelters to determine the amount per capita.)

Amount allocated to shelter annually is $360,000. This does not come from the national budget but the shelter uses grant funding and resources from fundraising to provide services.

1.6. Annual investment in dollars allocated to rehabilitation programs for victims? (Divide that amount by the number of participants in programs to determine the amount per capita.)

Information not available.

1.7. Annual investment in dollars allocated to fund research and collection of statistics on violence against women?

While it is recognized that such research is extremely important there is no allocation towards this in the national budget.

2. Are there appropriations in the national and local budgets to finance training programs intended to prevent violence against women? 

Yes
No

Yes. A small amount is allocated to the budget of the Department of Gender Relations for training.  This amount is augmented by funds sourced from funding agencies.

If the answer is yes, is there information available as to:

2.1. Annual investment in dollars allocated to awareness raising programs for primary school, secondary school, and university teachers? (Divide that amount by the number teachers and professors who receive training from programs to determine the amount per capita.)

Allocations are not made specifically for these areas of training.

2.2.
Annual investment in dollars allocated to training programs for service providers?

(Divide that amount by the number of service providers who receive training from programs to determine the amount per capita.)

Allocations are not made specifically for these areas of training.

3.
Are there appropriations in the national budget to finance awareness raising programs on violence against women?  

Yes
No

Not directly from the National Budget – all such programmes are financed form the resources of the Division of Gender Relations.

If the answer is yes, is there information available as to:

Annual investment in dollars allocated to awareness raising programs for children, young people and adults? (Divide that amount by the number of recipients of the training programs to determine the amount per capita.)

Information not available.

4.
Is there any cooperation between official agencies and non-governmental organizations on gender issues?

There is some degree of co-operation between official agencies and non-governmental organization.  The Department of Gender Relations works closely with women’s organizations and there is good collaboration in undertaking the various initiatives.

IV.
INFORMATION AND STATISTICS
1.
Are statistics collected on judicial proceedings, trials, and sentences arising from complaints of violence against women?

Yes
No

No. Complaints to the police are not lodged as violence against women. They are recorded as the complainant presents for example, cases may be recorded as wounding or assault, and no reference is made to domestic violence.

If the answer is yes, is there information available as to:

1.1. How many complaints of violence against women were lodged last year with official agencies?
1.2. How many arrests for violence against women were made last year? 
1.3 How many trials were held in the last three years in connection with violence against women and how many of those led to convictions? 

1.4.
How many police and administrative staff are assigned to protection of women victims and survivors of violence? 

2.
Are studies carried out and statistics collected on assistance provided to women who are victims of violence?
2.1. How many calls were received last year on emergency hotlines? 
Seventy-four (74) calls were received on the Women’s Support Centre’s hotline.

2.2. How many shelters and with what capacity are there available in the country? 

There is only one shelter for battered women. The capacity of the shelter is twenty-five (25) women with their children.

2.3. What percentage of shelters are public and what percentage are private?
There is only one government funded shelter on the island.

2.4.
What percentage of hospital admissions are the result of violence against women?

Not Available

3. Are studies carried out and statistics collected on deaths of women caused by violence? 
Studies are limited and statistics are unreliable due to the unavailability of data from the police. 

3.1. How many women have been victims of homicide by attack or as a result of an attack by an intimate (ex) partner (femicide)? (Please provide up to date figures starting ten years prior to the entry into force of the Convention of Belém do Pará)

Information not available.

3.2. How many reported cases have ended in the homicide of the woman who lodged the complaint (femicide)?


Information not available.

3.3.
How many cases of femicide have led to convictions of the perpetrators?

Information not available.

4. Are studies carried out and statistics collected on other data concerning the situation of women?
Yes

4.1. When was the last national census held? Were questions on gender based violence included?

2001

4.2. How many women are there in the country?

(Age groups: 0-14 (girls): 23,408
15-29 (young women):23831

30-44 (adults): 18297

45–59 (adults): 10208

60 and above (elderly women)  8452
4.3.
What percentage of the population do they represent?

51.09%


4.4.
What percentage of the female population lives in rural areas? (Age groups)

Age groups: 0-14 (girls): 33%
15-29 (young women): 32%

30-44 (adults):  28%

45 –59 (adults): 29%

60 and above (elderly women: 35%

4.5.
What percentage of the female population lives in cities? (Age groups)

Age groups: 0-14 (girls): 67%
15-29 (young women): 68%

30-44 (adults): 72%

45–59 (adults): 71%

60 and above (elderly women: 65%

4.6. What percentage of the female population lives below the poverty threshold?

18.1% in 1995, this does not reflect the present situation, the latest figures from the 2006 Poverty Assessment will be released shortly. 

4.7. What percentage of the female population is illiterate? 

3%

4.8. What percentage of the female population have completed primary school?

43%

4.9. What percentage of the female population have completed secondary school?

25%

4.10. What percentage of the female population have completed tertiary and/or university education?

12%

4.11.
How many women are in jail?

Eleven (11) women out of the population of four hundred and seventy-six (476)

4.11. What percentage of the female population is economically active?

87%

5. Are studies carried out and statistics collected on training programs for prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence against women? 


No

5.1. What percentage of primary, secondary, and university teachers receives information on violence against women?




Not available

5.2. What percentage of social and judicial service providers receives training on gender issues and information on violence against women?

Not available

6. How are these data disseminated? Are they public and easy to access?

Data can be obtained from the National Statistics Department, it is a public office and there is easy access.

7. What kind of gender training is provided for people who elaborate and apply instruments to collect statistical information?

Information not available

8. Does the State have a monitoring agency for citizens on violence against women? What is its impact?

No
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